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IJie  Jrirst  Jrliinclrecl  Years  ^' 

p'\  1848-1948  , 

;  \  \ '  \  -    .  ,  ' 

In  his  morning  prayer  at  Roberts  Chapel  Baptist  Church  on  Sunday, 
May  31,  1998,  Deacon  John  Howard  Woodard  thanked  God  for  ''this 
beautiful  church ...  on  this  high  and  most  prominent  spot.'' 

"High  and  prominent  spots"  have  given  a  sense  of  place  to  many 
Biblical  pilgrimages  as  God's  people  have  found  and  Hved  their  faith.  For 
example,  the  Old  Testament  teUs  of  God's  having  led  both  Abraham  and 
Moses  to  a  mountain — ^Abraham  to  test  his  faith  (Genesis  22:1-12);  Moses 
to  receive  the  Ten  Commandments  (Exodus  19-20).  In  the  New 
Testament,  some  of  the  most  important  events  in  Christ's  short  ministry 
on  earth  were  set  in  high  places.  FoUowing  Flis  baptism,  for  example,  and 
after  the  forty  days  and  nights  of  communing  with  God  in  the  desert.  He 
encountered  the  "tempter,"  who  "set  [Jesus]  on  the  pinnacle  of  the  temple" 
and  dared  Him  to  throw  Himself  down  to  prove  that  angels  would  "bear 
Him  up."  Next,  Satan  took  Jesus  "to  a  very  high  mountain"  to  view  all  the 
kingdoms  He  could  possess  in  exchange  for  worshiping  His  tempter  But 
Jesus  said,  "Away  with  you,  Satan!  for  it  is  written,  'Worship  the  Lord 
your  God,  and  serve  only  him'"  (Matthew  4:5-10,  NRSV).  The  disdples 
also  knew  about  high  places;  often,^om  a  mountainside,  they  heard  Jesus 
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speak  of  his  kingdom  and  their  responsibilities  in  it,  of  His  impending  sac- 
rifice for  humankind,  a  message  they  often  did  not  understand.  The 
words  are  still  heard  by  the  disciples  of  the  late  twentieth  century.  For 
example. 

When  Jesus  saw  the  crowds,  he  went  up  tlie  mountain;  and  after 
he  sat  down,  his  disciples  came  to  him.  Then  he  began  to  speak,  and 
taught  them,  saying:  "Blessed  are  the  poor  in  spirit:  for  theirs  is  the  king- 
dom of  heaven  ''Blessed  are  those  who  hunger  and  thirst  for  right- 
eousness, for  they  will  be  filled  . . . (Matthew  5:1-3, 6,  MRSV) 

Matthew's  Gospel  teaches  that  after  the  last  supper,  Jesus  and  His 
disciples  went  to  the  Mount  of  Olives  before  members  of  the  religious 
establishment  seized  Him  and  took  Him  to  Pilate  for  sentencing.  Jesus 
was  crucified  the  next  day  at  Golgotha,  a  knoll  in  Jerusalem,  whose  spiri- 
tual height  far  outdistanced  its  physical.  Matthew  also  tells  that,  after  the 
resurrection,  "the  eleven  disciples  went  to  Galilee,  to  tlw  mountain  to  which 
Jesus  had  directed  them."  There  they  saw  the  risen  Christ,  who  said  to 
them, 

All  authority  in  heaven  and  on  earth  has  been  given  to  me.  Go 
therefore  and  make  disciples  of  aU  nations,  baptizing  them  in  the  name 
of  the  Father  and  of  the  Son  and  of  the  Holy  Spirit,  and  teaching  them  to 
obey  everything  that  I  have  commanded  you.  And  remember,  I  am  with 
you  always,  to  the  end  of  the  age.  (Matthew  28:16-20.  NKSV) 

All  history  is  viewed  from  a  "high  and  prominent"  place  in  the  mind's 
eye.  From  that  vantage  point  and  in  observance  of  their  150th  anniversary, 
the  people  who  are  Roberts  Chapel  Baptist  Church  reflect  on  the  past  as 
one  way  to  commit  their  faith  and  hope  to  the  future. 
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Because  two  historical  accounts  have  been  published — ^the  first  in  1937 
and  the  second  in  1948 — ^this  volume  will  focus  on  the  last  fifty  years  in 
the  life  of  the  church  but  will  borrow  heavily  from  the  earlier  histories.  The 
church  clerk  in  1937,  the  late  W.  Harry  Stephenson,  wrote  A  Brief  Historical 
Sketch  of  Roberts  Chapel  Baptist  Church  for  the  occasion  of  the  dedication  of 
"the  new  church  building  on  August  5, 1937,''  and  co-authored  with  his 
daughter,  the  late  Emma  Gay  Stephenson,  The  History  of  Roberts  Chapel 
Baptist  Church,  which  was  read  by  Mildred  Davis  Bell  and  Miss 
Stephenson  on  October  31, 1948,  as  the  chutrh  observed  a  century  of  ser- 
vice. 

In  the  search  for  the  origin  of  Roberts  Chapel,  located  in  Pendleton,  North 
Carolina,  and  a  member  of  the  West  Chowan  Baptist  Association  of  the 
Baptist  State  Convention,  several  theories  emerge —  particularly  as  to  its 
name.  The  Stephenson  historians  wrote  in  1948, 

It  COULD  have  been  that  when  the  colonies  were  being  settled  a  large 
part  of  this  territory  was  granted  to  the  Englishman,  Earl  of  Granville, 
and  that  he  gave  his  subjects  Roberts  Chapel  in  which  to  worship,  both 
masters  and  slaves;  therefore,  it  was  state  property.  Some  say  it  was 
named  from  [sic]  a  man  named  Roberts  who  lived  nearby;  others  say  it 
was  named  Roberts  Chapel  by  the  congregation,  after  the  carpenter  who 
constructed  the  building  and  who,  it  is  reported,  fell  from  the  roof  and 
died.  (9-10) 

And  to  this  date,  the  mystery  has  not  been  solved.  Philip  Thompson, 
whom  the  church  called  as  pastor  in  August  1995,  is  non-committal: 
''There  are  many  apocryphal  tales  as  to  how  the  name  'Roberts'  became 
attached  to  the  church,  and  I  have  no  idea  which  one  of  those  would  be 
the  true  story.  ..."  But  he  more  confidently  speculates  on  the  word 
"Chapel,"  saying,  "A  local  church  historian  has  told  me  that  'Chapel'  in 
[the  names  of]  churches  in  this  area  is  usually  associated  with  Methodism. 
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So  .  .  .  my  guess  is  that  'Roberts  Chapel'  is  a  Methodist  name  and  has  a 
Methodist  background  of  some  sort"  (Interview,  July  28, 1998).  That  the 
church  was  once  the  meeting  place  of  both  Methodists  and  Baptists  adds 
historical  character  and  interest.  The  earlier  histories  attest  to  its  duality 
and,  at  the  same  time,  at  least  for  a  while,  its  unity. 

Mr.  Stephenson  reported  that  the  first  church  building  was  a 
"Mission  Chapel,"  which  was  "built  sometime  prior  to  1848,  and  [was]  at 
that  date  an  old  house."  As  to  location  and  reach,  he  wrote, 

Roberts  Chapel  Baptist  Church  was  originally  located  on  the 
county  road  which  leads  from  Boykins,  Virginia,  to  Woodland,  N.C.,  in 
Northampton  County,  North  Carolina, . . .  about  [one  fourth]  mQe  south 
from  Woodard's  Cross  Road,  what  is  now  Pendleton,  and  [two  and 
three-fourths]  rrdles  north  from  Martin's  Cross  Road,  the  present  town  of 
Conway 

The  territory  which  Roberts  Chapel  Church  originally  served 
(along  with  Zion  and  Providence  Methodist  Church)  embraced  most  of 
the  county  which  extended  from  the  Meherrin  River  on  the  north,  from 
the  Hertford  County  line  on  the  east;  to  nearly  the  Potecasi  Creek  on  the 
south;  and  mostly  to  a  Itue  extended  north  from  the  DeBerry's  MiQ  Pond 
to  the  Virginia  State  line  on  the  west  (5) 

Evidence  persists  that  "the  old  house"  on  the  land  as  described 
above  served  in  the  Colonial  Period  as  a  chapel  of  one  of  the  state-sup 
ported  Anglican  parishes,  long  since  having  been  abandoned  (Lewis, 
31-32).  In  fact,  recent  information  suggests  Roberts  Chapel's  genesis  was 
as  an  Anglican  congregation.  Again,  Dr.  Thompson  reasons,  "Given  the 
book  George  Edwards  has  on  Anglican  parishes  in  this  area  [Henry 
Wilkins  Lewis,  NortJtampton  Parislies,  Jackson,  N.C.,  1951],  it  appears  that 
there  was  a  parish  known  as  St.  Paul's,  and  my  sense  is  there  is  an  organ- 
ic connection  of  our  church  to  that  parish  "  He  adds. 
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Of  course,  the  Methodist  chuixii  began  within  the  Anglican 
community;  [but]  after  the  Revolution,  the  Anglican  church  just  about 
fell  apart  and  reconstituted  itself  as  the  Protestant  Episcopal  church.  My 
guess  is  that,  in  1784,  when  the  Methodist  church  was  constituted  as  a 
separate  denomination,  there  was  a  strong  contingent  of  Methodist 
Anglicans  in  St.  Paul's  Parish . . .  and  they  probably  took  the  church  as 
their  owti. 

As  for  the  gap  from  post-Revolutionary  time  up  to  1848,  when 
[Roberts  Chapel]  became  a  Baptist  denomination,  I  only  imagine  that 
Baptists  and  Methodists  either  met  jointly,  or  they  met  on  alternating 
weeks,  or,  perhaps  each  one  had  one  Sunday  a  month  when  they  would 
meet  there.  I  wouldn't  even  speculate  on  how  it  became  Baptist,  but  by 
1848,  for  some  reason,  it  became  Baptist  (Interview,  July  28, 1998) 

The  earlier  historians  alluded  to  doctrinal  disputes  between  the 
Baptists  and  the  Methodists,  three  judges  having  rendered  a  decision  in 
favor  of  the  Baptists.  "The  result  was  the  Methodist[s]  claimed  'the  judges 
rendered  a  bias[ed]  decision,'  became  angry,  began  gradually  to  not  attend 
the  services  and  finally  gave  up  the  chapel  to  the  Baptist[s],  who  contin- 
ued to  carry  on  services"  (WHS,  6). 

oberts  Chapel  Baptist  Church  was  constituted  by  a  Council  of  Elders 
on  the  third  Sunday  in  October  1848.  By  request  of  the  congregation.  Elder 
James  Delk,  twice  pastor  at  Meherrin,  and,  at  the  time,  an  itinerant  preach- 
er, delivered  a  sermon  based  on  Acts  2:47: 

. . .  Praising  God  and  having  the  goodwill  of  all  the  people.  And  the  Lord 
added  to  the  church  daily  such  as  should  be  saved.  (KJV) 

Records  show  that  the  first  church  roll  comprised  thirty  charter 
members: 
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Martha  J.  Johnson  Allen 

Frances  E.  Atkinson 

James  Atkinson 

Isaac  Baugham 

Margaret  C.  Johnson  Baum 

Judith  P.  Boone 

William  Boone 

Henry  W.  DeLoatch 

Silas  Edwards 

John  T.  Edwards 

Eliza  A.R.  Garris 

Charlie  GatHng 

Anna  Howell 

William  K.HoweU 

Jeremiah  P.  Johnson 


Lucy  B.  Johnson 
Louisa  PoweU  Josey 
Martinly  L.  Vaughan  Smith 
Abraham  Stephenson 
Louiza  Stephenson 
Mary  L.  J.  Stephenson 
EH  Strickland 
Nancy  Strickland 
ParmeHa  Strickland 
EHzabeth  H.J.  Bottom  Sykes 
Jesse  L.  Vaughan 
John  D.L.  Vaughan 
Joseph  J.  Vaughan 
Sarcii  Vaughan 
Mary  M.  Vick 


On  the  "high  and  prominent"  day  of  its  establishment,  the  church 
received  for  baptism  seven  new  members,  two  of  whom  were  African- 
Americans.  After  the  service,  the  congregation  elected  Silas  Edwards,  John 
D.L.  Vaughan,  and  William  Boone  to  the  first  Diaconate,  ordaining  the  lat- 
ter two,  Mr.  Edwards  having  already  received  ordination  in  the  Potecasi 
Baptist  Church. 

In  the  December  conference,  the  church  elected  Isaac  Baugham, 
Silas  Edwards,  and  WiUiam  Boone  a  committee  of  three  to  find  a  pastor, 
instructing  them  "to  call  Rev.  Amos  J.  Battle  of  Chowan  Female  Institute" 
for  services  every  3rd  Saturday  and  Sunday.  "If  he  cannot  accept, . .  .a  call 
is  to  be  extended  to  Rev.  Wm.  P  Britton,  Jr"  At  the  February  1849  confer- 
ence, the  committee  reported  that  "the  call  had  been  extended  to"  and 
cheerfully  accepted  by  Mr.  Britton,  who  "would  enter  his  duties  as  pastor 
. .  at  that  very  meeting"  (WHS  and  EGS,  12). 

While  the  duties  of  a  pastor  are  uniquely  defined  by  the  church 
and  its  location,  general  expectations  apply  to  all.  The  late  J.  Clyde  Turner, 
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pastor  of  the  First  Baptist  Church,  Greensboro,  1910-48,  and  president  of 
the  Baptist  State  Convention,  1929-32,  wrote  in  1951, 

The  name  'pastor,'  or  'shepherd,'  indicates  that  he  was  to  feed  and  care 
for  the  flock.  He  was  preacher,  teacher,  leader,  and  counselor  He  was  a 
sympathetic  friend  and  a  faithful  servant  of  the  church.  As  such,  he  was 
to  receive  respect  and  honor  from  the  church  (Turner,  57). 

The  persona  and  duties  of  Elder  Britton  and  his  successors  at 
Roberts  Chapel  would  seem  to  fit.  But  while  Baptist  ministers  are  called  to 
one  pastorate  and  later  to  another,  their  churches,  for  the  most  part,  remain 
where  they  were  "planted'';  however,  for  the  sake  of  organization,  this 
booklet  will  record  the  life  of  Roberts  Chapel  Baptist  Church  by  dates 
served  by  its  pastors. 

,    WILLIAM  RBRirrON,  JR. 
1848-1852 

Beginnings  seem  also  to  be  re-awakenings.  The  first  year  in  the  Hfe 
of  Roberts  Chapel  and  of  Mr.  Britton's  pastorate  was  no  different.  One  of 
the  first  actions  of  the  church  was  to  join  the  Chowan  Baptist  Association, 
but  a  real  re-awakening  came  when  the  church  held  its  first  "protracted 
meeting"  in  September  1849.  The  same  Elder  Battle,  whom  the  members 
had  sought  as  pastor,  "assisted  Pastor  Britton  in  the  meeting,"  and 
received  "$4.87  1-2"  for  his  efforts.  That  and  future  such  revivals  literally 
grew  the  church,  records  showing  that  fifteen  new  members  joined  dur- 
ing the  1849  services,  and  the  1850  meeting  "resulted  in  the  baptism  of  40 
willing  souls"  (WHS,  7).  "These  meetings  were  held  on  the  lawn  outside 
the  church,  as  the  building  was  too  small,  and,  as  it  was  not  their  building, 
they  couldn't  enlarge  it"  (WHS  and  EGS,  12). 

Mr.  Britton's  death  in  1853  brought  short  his  ministry.  He  was  suc- 
ceeded by  Elder  Battle,  who  agreed  to  preach  for  the  remainder  of  the  year 
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and  by  interim  pastor  R.H.  Sand,  who  served  the  church  from  June  to 
October  1853. 

JOHNN.HOGGARD 

1853-1869 

The  protracted  meeting  in  September  1854  brought  fifty  addi- 
tional members  into  the  church.  The  revival  in  1850  had  already  remind- 
ed the  congregation  that  the  building,  which  was  rectangular,  ''with  an 
arch  shaped  ceiling,  the  pulpit  stand  moderately  elevated  and  in  the  cen- 
ter of  the  back  end  ..."  (WHS,  30),  was  too  small  for  its  membership  but 
could  not  be  enlarged  because  it  was  not  theirs  to  enlarge. 

In  January  1853,  a  historical  event  occurred  when  North 
Carolina's  Governor  David  S.  Reid  granted  to  Silas  Edwards  a  deed  "for 
one  acre  of  land,  including  the  building,  for  religious  purposes  with  cer- 
tain restrictions,  at  a  cost  of  5c  "  And  in  May,  Edwards,  in  turn,  deed- 
ed the  property  to  trustees  of  Roberts  Chapel  "for  religious  purposes  at  a 
cost  of  $10.00"  (Book  35,  Deeds  and  Mortgages,  Register  of  Deed's  office, 
Jackson,  N.C.,  as  cited  by  W.H.  and  E.G.  Stephenson  (12-13).  If  the  prop- 
erty apparently  located  then  where  the  cemetery  remains,  had  been  part 
of  a  tax-supported  Anglican  parish,  it  would  have  indeed  been  the  state's 
to  sell.  It  was,  unmistakably,  used  for  religious  purposes,  having  served 
"Roberts  Chapel  Church  from  its  organization ...  to  about  1871,  when  the 
second  building  was  erected"  (WHS,  30). 

The  period  of  Mr.  Hoggard's  pastorate  was  among  the  most  dif- 
ficult in  the  history  of  Northampton  County — ^and  of  the  nation.  W.H. 
Stephenson  wrote  of  the  "war  stricken  and  poverty  stricken"  years,  the 
Civil  War  having  broken  out  in  1861  and  ended  in  1865,  almost  exactly 
four  long  years  later.  Eighteen-sixty-five  was  also  the  year  in  which 
President  Lincoln  was  assassinated,  the  Confederacy  dissolved;  and  slav- 
ery outlawed  by  passage  of  the  Thirteenth  Amendment.  As  much  as  the 
southern  churches  of  the  late  years  of  the  Twentieth  Century  decry  the 
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slavery  practices  of  their  ancestors,  they  also  know  the  implications  of  cul- 
tural change,  such  as  were  brought  about  by  the  Emancipation 
Proclamation  of  1863.  The  records  of  Roberts  Qiapel  reveal  that,  in  1868, 
most  of  the  former  slaves  left  the  church  (WHS,  8). 

Despite  the  ravages  of  war  and  all  the  attendant  problems,  mem- 
bers of  the  church  were  mindful  of  the  benefits  of  learning — ^as  Baptists 
usually  are — ^and  organized  a  Sabbath  School  ''on  Saturday  before  the  3rd 
Lord's  Day  in  May  1868"  (29). 

When  Mr.  Hoggard's  sixteen-year  pastorate  ended,  he  continued 
at  Meherrin.  Stephenson  wrote  of  Hoggard,  "Only  eternity  wHl  reveal  the 
amount  of  good  this  servant  of  God  did  all  through  this  territory"  (8). 

R.R.  SAVAGE 
1870-1886 

The  Beards'  Basic  History  of  the  United  States  suggests  that  "While 
Southern  people  were  groping  among  social  and  economic  ruins  for  eco- 
nomic security  and  reorganizing  state  governments.  Northern  economy 
was  expanding  with  unprecedented  speed"  (292).  And  while  the  farmers 
of  Northampton  County  were  concerned,  as  always,  about  their  crops, 
industrialists  in  the  North  had  at  their  disposal  "inventors  and  searchers 
[who],  besides  improving  old  machines,  placed  new  machines,  materials, 
and  processes  on  which  new  industries  of  gigantic  proportions  were  con- 
structed" (293). 

But  a  reader  of  the  Stephensons'  histories  senses  excitement  at  the 
arrival  of  a  new  pastor  and  a  move  toward  the  construction  of  a  larger 
church  house.  Although  the  membership  had  outgrown  the  old  building 
as  early  as  1854  and  the  church  had,  at  the  time,  made  plans  for  a  larger 
one,  it  was  August  1870 — ^after  the  Civil  War — ^that  a  building  committee 
comprising  James  H.  Edwards,  K.R.  Maddrey,  D.N.  Stephenson, 
Benjamin  C.  Harris,  A.H.  Stephenson,  Oliver  Woodard,  and  Thomas  Britt 
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assumed  the  responsibilities  of  getting  it  done.  And  despite  obstacles  asso- 
ciated with  costs  and  labor,  the  new  house  of  worship  was  ready  in  1871 
"at  the  approximate  cost  of  $1,000  in  money,  besides  the  labor  and  lumber 
given.  The  lumber  was  aU  of  original  heart  pine. . . .  The  dressed  lumber 
was  all  done  by  hand.  The  window  blinds,  etc.,  aU  hand  made"  (31). 

Roberts  Chapel  "grew  in  number  and  influence"  under  the  lead- 
ership of  its  third  permanent  pastor.  "It  increased  in  gifts  to  the  support  of 
our  Denominational  objects  and  to  the  Pastor,  as  its  members  gradually 
grew  from  under  the  bad  influence  of  Civil  War  and  the  Reconstruction" 
(9). 

Gifts  included  a  piece  of  land  from  D.N.  Stephenson  "to  enlarge 
the  church  grounds";  funds  to  help  with  the  building  of  Jackson  Baptist 
Church;  a  collection  "for  the  purpose  of  aiding  the  missionary  work 
between  Chowan  and  Tar  Rivers . . .";  money  for  "Educational  purposes"; 
contributions  to  Wake  Forest  College;  and  $34.50  plus  fourteen  bushels  of 
com  to  church  members  John  Atkinson  and  D.N.  Stephenson,  whose 
"crops  were  mostly  destroyed  by  a  severe  hail  storm"  in  the  summer  of 
1882.  One  would  wonder  if  it  was  the  same  storm  that  toppled  Mrs.  Julian 
F.  Martin's  chimney,  which  M.M.  Long  was  appointed  to  repair,  indicat- 
ing that  gifts  of  time  also  pointed  to  the  missionary  spirit  of  the  church. 
"Doing  unto  others"  became  a  systematic  practice;  for  example,  in  the 
September  1884  conference,  the  members  adopted  the  "Every  Member 
Canvass  plan  for  Benevolent  objects"  (10-11). 

A  highlight  of  Mr.  Savage's  pastorate  occurred  in  1884,  when  the 
church  hosted  in  its  new  buQding  the  recently  formed  West  Chowan 
Association,  which  the  Roberts  Chapel  membership  had  helped  vote  into 
being.  In  preparation  for  the  meeting  and  its  visiting  delegates,  the  church 
discussed  prohibition  of  "the  sale  of  any  and  all  articles  whatsoever  with- 
in 1-2  mile. . . ,"  and  it  particularly  deplored  the  sale  of  "ardent  spirits"  (10). 
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The  church  obviously  entertained  graciously: 

Roberts  Chapel  began  its  leadership  in  this  association,  with  the 
prestige  of  its  age  [fourth  oldest  church  in  the  association],  its  gracious 
entertainment  in  the  homes  of  its  congregation,  and  the  good  sound  phi- 
losophy of  its  members  (HWS  and  EGS,  15) 

CHARLES  W.  SCARBOROUGH 
1886-1908 

The  benevolent  acts  of  the  church  continued,  both  under  the 
interim  pastorate  of  the  Rev  A.T  Hood,  who  supplied  for  a  few  services, 
and  under  the  new  minister 

June  1887  W.H.  Maddrey  church  Treas.  of  Benevolence  reported. 
Beginning  at  the  last  association  and  ending  June  1, 1887,  that  there  had 
been  collected  for  Foreign  Missions  $8.40;  State  Missions,  $4.30;  Home 
Missions,  $5.00;  Education  $5.00;  Baptist  Hospital  $6.00;  Mills  Home 
$6.07.  Total  $35.27.  (WHS,  11) 

In  1903,  wrote  Stephenson,  ''church  delegates  to  the  union  meet- 
ing were  instructed  to  pledge  $100.00  for  Foreign  Missions.''  Inasmuch  as 
they  are  included  in  earlier  records.  Baptist  causes  and  amounts  given  are 
unnecessary  to  repeat;  suffice  it  to  say,  the  church  continued  to  grow  phys- 
ically and  spiritually: 

At  his  [Scarborough's]  suggestion  the  2  "Infant  class  rooms" 
were  built  on  to  the  church  in  1888.  Our  membership  was  greatly 
enlarged  by  more  thorough  work  in  a  better  Sunday  School  Building 
and  by  more  effort  in  Protracted  Meetings.  Rev.  BiHie  Savage, 
Churchland,  Virginia,  the  son  of  one  of  our  former  pastors,  held  several 
Protracted  Meetings  with  great  numbers  uniting  with  our  church.  (11) 

The  church  records  attest  to  "more  thorough  work  in  a  better 
Sunday  School  Building."  In  1904,  Mr.  Scarborough  led  Roberts  Chapel  to 
dedicate  a  weekend  to  a  Sunday  school  rally.  Conducted  by  H.C.  Moore 
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of  Raleigh,  the  rally's  emphasis  attracted  representatives  from  Meherrin, 
Murfreesboro,  Hebron,  Sandy  Run,  Rich  Square,  Creeksville,  Mt.  Carmel, 
Severn,  and  Galatia  churches.  And,  in  1906,  the  church  added  $15.00  to  the 
budget  for  Sunday  school  literature.  "Heretofore,"  wrote  Harry 
Stephenson,  ''literature  of  Sunday  School  had  been  paid  for  out  of  Sunday 
School  collection.  Since  that  date  our  church  has  been  paying  expenses 
and  supervising  the  Sunday  School  and  all  other  organizations  of  the 
church"  (29). 

At  Roberts  Chapel,  as  in  most  churches,  the  physical  plant  was — 
and  is — a  rallying  point.  In  1903,  members  wanted  an  organ,  although, 
wrote  Stephenson,  'Tor  a  long  time  some  of  our  members  thought  it  sac- 
rilegious to  have  any  musical  instrument  in  church"  (11).  The  new 
organ — "that  you  pumped  with  your  feet,"  according  to  Mr.  Connie 
Taylor  in  1997 — ^was  installed  at  a  cost  of  $80.00.  The  committee  charged 
with  soHciting  funds  collected  $101.85 — ^$21.85  more  than  was  necessary, 
with  Miss  Reola  Lee  raising  $84.50  of  the  total.  But,  put  to  good  use,  the 
excess  "was  invested  in  a  carpet"  (11).  Once  the  organ  and  the  carpet  were 
in  place,  a  different  committee — except  for  Reola  Lee,  the  only  repeating 
solidtor — sought  funds  for  a  clock  and  a  table,  with  Miss  Lee  again  out- 
canvassing  her  colleagues  with  $17.27  of  the  $22.58  collected. 

It  bears  repeating  that  the  church  continually  spent  time  and 
money  for  people  and  things  other  than  for  those  that  enhanced  its  own 
building:  for  "Bro.  W.E.  Vann  whose  household  and  kitchen  furniture  was 
burned";  for  "Mr.  Joe  Morgan  who  was  suffering  with  a  cancer  on  his 
face";  for  "Bro.  J.  C.  Taylor  to  purchase  a  horse,  his  having  died  during 
crop  season"  (WHS,  12-13). 

For  the  first  time,  the  histories  mentioned  holding  baptism  at  the 
mill  pond  following  a  week's  protracted  meeting  in  1908.  "A  large  num- 
ber of  candidates  were  baptized"  (12).  In  fact,  wrote  Mr.  Stephenson,  "It 
was  during  Bro.  Scarborough's  pastorate  that  our  membership  was  the 
largest.  From  our  church  many  members  took  Letters  of  Dismission  to 
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help  organize  Severn  in  1896,  Conway  in  1905,  and  Ashley  Grove  in  1909/' 
In  addition,  "Bro.  Scarborough  preached  the  dedication  sermon  of 
Woodland  Baptist  Church  on  First  Sunday  in  August  1904,  which  church 
he  helped  to  organize''  (12). 

Of  this  pastor,  W.H.  Stephenson  wrote,  ''[His]  was  a  long  and 
blessed  pastorate  of  22  years.  He  loved  his  people  and  everyone  loved 
him.  He  was  a  plain  Gospel  preacher  who  loved  the  Lord's  work"  (10). 
Mr.  Scarborough  died  in  1922. 

"  j.H.parEAr 

-      ■  1909-1912 

Roberts  Chapel  started  1909  with  a  new  pastor  J.H.  Poteat  served 
half-time  both  there  and  at  Buckhom.  "He  was  a  good  preacher,  and 
strong  for  the  Baptist  Denomination,"  facts  which  may  have  accounted 
for,  in  part,  the  "spiritual  revival  of  our  membership"  (WHS,  12-13). 

Spiritual  and  material  matters  continued  their  apparently  healthy 
balance.  It  is  interesting  to  note  that  the  congregation's  voting  in  May  1909 
for  the  installation  of  gas  lights  was  for  the  possibility  of  "more  preaching 
on  Sunday  nights"  (12).  And  the  church,  in  a  philanthropic  yet  practical 
act,  funded  two  scholarships  each  year  at  Chowan  CoUege  from  about 
1910-14.  In  1911,  "a  collection  was  taken  to  assist  Ashley  Grove  members 
to  build  their  church  building"  (13). 

And  a  historic  event  occurred  in  1909,  when  Roberts  Chapel 
granted  a  letter  to  Junius  Martin,  its  only  remaining  black  member,  to 
unite  with  another  church  "of  the  same  Faith  and  order"  (13). 

L.E.  DAILEY 
1912-1917 

Mr.  DaHey  followed  in  the  footsteps  of  his  predecessor,  serving 
both  Roberts  Chapel  and  Buckhom  churches  until  about  1915,  when  he 
resigned  at  Buckhom  and  later  "took  on  Mt.  Carmel  and  Keif ord  Baptist 
Churches  with  Roberts  Chapel  as  a  field  for  about  1  year"  (13). 
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Emphases  siirdlar  to  those  of  previous  pastorates  seemed  to  con- 
tinue: spiritual  matters;  benevolence;  educational  projects  within — and 
sometimes  outside — ^the  church;  and  the  physical  plant. 

As  to  spiritual  matters,  the  historians  faithfully  recorded  the  dates 
of  and  responses  to  protracted  meetings.  For  the  first  time,  the  name 
"revival"  replaced  that  of  "protracted  meeting"  in  the  account  of  the  ser- 
vices in  1916:  "Rev.  T.C.  Keaton,  pastor  of  Murfreesboro  church,  assisted 
Bro.  DaHey  in  our  Revival  services  beginning  First  Sunday  in  September 
1916,  which  continued  one  week  with  much  results"  (14). 

Benevolences  included  the  usual  missions  offerings  and  collec- 
tions for  Baptist  causes,  and,  of  course,  the  gifts  of  time. 

And  the  pursuit  of  educational  programs  took  on  new  vigor  "In 
conference  August  5, 1916,"  wrote  Mr.  Stephenson,  were  "the  first  records 
we  have  of  a  B.Y.P.U.  for  Roberts  Chapel  Church.  It  was  held  in  connec- 
tion with  a  Teacher-Training  course  at  Sunday  night  services  by  Bro. 
Dailey"  (14). 

In  1916,  two  years  after  an  appointed  committee  furnished  the 
church  with  a  communion  set  and  after  the  length  of  time  it  took  to  dig  "a 
good  well  of  water"  (13),  "the  question  of  a  new  church  building  to  be 
built  on  the  old  site,  or  at  Pendleton,  was  introduced  at  the  conference  of 
January  1,  1916.  The  question  was  deferred  to  May  6,  1916  conference 
when  it  was  tabled"  (14). 

A  historian  would  wonder  how  much  the  threat  of  World  War  I 
had  played  in  the  church's  having  deferred  the  question  of  a  new  church 
house.  Germany's  having  sunk  the  Lusitania  in  1915  and,  in  1917,  having 
resumed  "unrestricted  submarine  warfare,"  must  have  been  unsettling 
indeed.  In  February  1917,  the  United  States  severed  diplomatic  relations 
with  Germany;  in  April,  Congress  declared  war;  and,  in  May,  Mr.  Dailey 
resigned  as  pastor  of  Roberts  Chapel.  The  Rev.  KeUey  White  supplied  dur- 
ing the  summer  months  of  June-September 
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RB.  RAYMOND 
1918-1920 

The  Armistice  was  signed  November  11, 1918.  Meanwhile,  back 
in  Pendleton,  Roberts  Chapel  members  saw  the  need  to  establish  a  ceme 
tery  on  the  church  property,  and,  by  1919,  the  congregation  had  wasted  no 
time  in  appointing  a  committee  to  maintain  it. 

A  further  report  on  the  property  indicates  that  the  church  house 
was  repainted  (for  $27.50)  in  July  1919,  even  though  discussions  of  a  new 
church  persisted.  Perhaps  the  congregation  wished  to  "dress  up''  the 
building  for  the  Sunday  School  Convention  of  the  Bertie  Union  Meeting 
to  be  held  there  in  September 

Although  the  aftermath  of  World  War  I  invaded  the  culture,  few 
details  of  its  effect  on  Roberts  Chapel  are  included  in  the  church  records. 
However,  a  note  in  the  New  York  Times  Almanac  might  have  interested  the 
farmers  of  Northampton  County  in  1920:  It  reports  that,  for  the  first  time, 
the  ''U.S.  population  [was]  more  urban  than  rural"  (73). 

At  an)^  rate,  "Bro.  Raymond  was  a  minister  weU  versed  in  the 
Bible  and  a  good  pastor"  (WHS,  14).  He  would  die  seventeen  years  later 
on  July  9, 1937. 

E.  NORFLEET  GARDNER 
1920-1924 

Hearing  stories  from  some  current  members,  a  listener  would  infer 
that  Mr.  Gardner  was  one  of  the  most  revered  pastors  in  the  history  of  the 
church.  Ruth  Stephenson  Phillips'  face  lights  up  when  she  tells  of  his  ventril- 
oquism that  led  her  and  her  froHcking  playmates  to  believe  there  were  bid- 
dies under  her  front  porch  (Conversation  with  the  PhiUipses,  July  28, 1998). 
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The  late  Hinton  Britton  said,  "The  first  time  I  really  remember  enjoying 
going  to  church  was  when  Norfleet  Gardner  came  down  in  1920.  Maybe 
it  was  because  I  was  a  young  boy,  and  he  took  such  an  interest  in  the 
young  people."  Mr.  Britton  remembered  being  eleven  years  old  when  he 
was  baptized  in  the  miU  pond  by  his  "favorite  pastor" — ^the  boys  chang- 
ing clothes  in  the  mill  and  the  girls  in  the  miQer's  house  (Interview  with 
Philip  Thompson,  September  23, 1996).  According  to  the  Stephenson  his- 
torians. 

The  young  people  of  our  church  became  very  active  in  all  phases 
of  church  work  and  were  fortunate  to  enjoy  the  teachings  and  compan- 
ionship of  such  Gardner  friends  and  leaders  as  Dr.  Kyle  M.  Yates,  the  tal- 
ented Carver  family  [Mrs.  Gardner  was  the  daughter  of  W.O.  Carver,  for 
whom  the  Carver  School  of  Missions,  once  part  of  the  Southem  Baptist 
Seminary,  was  named],  and  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Geo.  W.  Sadler,  then  missionar- 
ies to  Africa.  (17) 

Although  every  Sunday  is  a  "homecoming"  of  sorts,  the  first  offi- 
cial Homecoming  Day  for  Roberts  Chapel  was  held  August  5, 1921;  the 
event  was  such  a  success  that,  on  reflection,  historian  W.H.  Stephenson 
said,  "[I]t  looked  as  if  every  ex-member  was  present  and  enjoyed  the  occa- 
sion. The  crowd  was  estimated  at  1500  people"  (15). 

The  previous  'l^iographies"  of  Roberts  Chapel  imply  two  major 
church  emphases  during  Mr.  Gardner's  pastorate:  music  and  a  new 
church.  First  came  hymnals  in  1922,  but  in  earUer  years. 

The  pastor  or  leader  would  read  off  the  words  of  a  verse  or  two  and 
then  the  congregation  would  join  in.  They  did  this  until  they  learned  the 
words  of  the  song.  Song  books  were  very  scarce  and  without  notes. 
After  some  years  song  books  such  as  could  be  used  at  preaching  services 
were  available.  Then  came  the  Glad  Refrain  and  the  Gospel  Hymnal — 
Songs  suitable  for  all  church  services.  (20) 
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To  replace  the  organ  and  ''to  improve  our  music/'  a  new  Howard 
piano  accompanied  the  singing  (WHS,  16).  But  there  was  little  music  in 
the  collective  heart  of  Roberts  Qiapel  on  the  day  of  Mr.  Gardner's  last  ser- 
mon— ^December  14,  1924 — ^after  a  spark  from  the  flue  above  the  chil- 
dren's classroom  ignited  dry  leaves  blown  under  the  eaves  by  fall  winds. 
The  blaze  ignited  the  church  bell's  rope,  which  came  falling  from  the  ceil- 
ing, still  on  fire.  Mr.  Connie  Taylor  was  there:  In  a  conversation  with  Dr. 
Thompson,  Mr.  Taylor  remembered  that  Mrs.  Gardner,  teacher  of  the  chil- 
dren, "stamped  the  fire  out  with  her  foot,  got  the  children  out,  and  noti- 
fied the  others  that  the  church  was  on  fire"  (8-12-97).  Ruth  Stephenson 
Phillips  was  also  there  and  remembers  how  calm  her  teacher,  Mrs. 
Gardner,  remained  through  it  aU.  Audrey  Bames  Harper,  who  was  about 
five,  she  thinks,  and  her  brothers  were  playing  in  their  yard.  Qn  seeing  the 
smoke,  they  climbed  their  father's  tail  gate  and  watched  the  building  bum 
(Conversation  with  Mrs.  Harper,  7-9-98).  A  bucket  brigade  carrying 
water  from  the  well  across  the  road  couldn't  save  the  church,  but  Mr. 
Taylor  persists  in  his  belief  that  it  could  have  been  spared  had  a  fire  depart- 
ment existed  at  the  time. 

The  fire  was  a  defining — ^perhaps  a  refining — ^moment  in  the  life 
of  Roberts  Chapel.  While  the  idea  of  a  new  church  building  had  emerged 
as  early  as  1916,  "there  was  much  discussion  pro  and  con  from  time  to 
time  but  no  action  was  taken  until  after  the  church  fire. . ."  (WHS,  31). 

December  14, 1924 — a  sad  day  in  more  ways  than  a  church  goer 
can  imagine — ^was  a  time  to  let  go  of  the  building  in  which  the  congrega- 
tion had  worshiped  for  more  than  a  half  century  and  a  time  to  say  good- 
bye to  their  pastor,  who  had  accepted  a  call  to  Thomasville  Baptist  Church. 
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Even  with  no  consistent  pastoral  leadership  from  December  31, 
1924-Jiily  1,  1925,  the  church  moved  toward  settling  on  an  interim  site 
while  constructing  a  new  building  under  the  seriously  responsible  lay 
leaders  who,  even  as  late  as  1998,  remain  legendary: 

Our  congregation  quickly  decided  to  rebmld  at  Pendleton,  and 
bargained  for  and  purchased  the  Starkey  Woodard  property  for  the 
church  site.  In  January  3, 1925  conference,  Bro.  Will  Stephenson,  'treasur- 
er of  the  land  fund,'  reported  $1,825.00  had  been  paid  to  Bro.  D.M. 
Woodard  for  the  Woodard  property  . . .  This  money  was  contributed  by 
one  member. ...  As  per  instruction,  the  Board  of  Deacons  sold  the  hous- 
es, etc.,  for  $252.90,  which  gave  the  financial  beginning  of  the  new  build- 
ing .  Our  "Ways  and  Means  Committee"  recommended  in  conference 
January  31, 1925,  that  we  build  a  $15,000  house  of  solid  brick  and  that 
our  membership  be  apportioned  by  families  (31-32) 

In  the  meantime,  the  church  gathered  for  worship  in  the 
Pendleton  school  and  was  stiU  meeting  there  when  the  next  pastor  came 
to  the  field. 

J.  LEWIS  PRICE 
1925-1930 

Mr.  Price  had  begun  his  ministry  at  Roberts  Chapel  July  1, 1925, 
and  on  April  6, 1926,  a  groundbreaking  ceremony  signaled  the  first  move 
toward  laying  the  foundation  of  the  new  church.  Deacon  D.N. 
Stephenson  turned  "the  first  shovel  of  dirt,  after  prayer  had  been  made  by 
Rev  R.D.  Stephenson"  (32). 

WH.  Stephenson  wrote,  "Bro.  Price's  pastorate . . .  was  during  the 
building  and  collecting  period  of  our  new  church  house.  He  saw  that  the 
proper  committees  were  appointed,  encouraged  them  in  their  duties  and 
put  the  collecting  and  building  operations  through  with  the  least  friction 
possible"  (18).  "Surely,"  wrote  Stephenson,  "the  Lord  sent  him  to  Roberts 
Chapel  at  such  a  time"  (18),  a  statement  reminiscent  of  Mordecai's  words 
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to  Esther:  "...  and  who  knoweth  whether  thou  art  come  to  the  kingdom 
for  such  a  time  as  this?''  (Esther  4:14,  KJV). 

June  1926  seemed  to  be  a  month  of  particular  economic  hardship: 
"No  funds  wiU  be  on  hand  after  aU  biUs  have  been  paid/'  reported  the 
finance  committee. 

It  was  then  voted  that  after  the  members  [sic]  notes  have  been 
paid  so  far  as  could  be  collected,  that  aU  remaining  notes  be  used  by 
Finance  Committee  as  collateral.  This  committee  was  authorized  ...  to 
borrow  money  to  the  extent  of  the  notes  that  the  work  might  continue 
on  the  new  building. 

In  a  call  [sic]  conference  on  June  13, 1926,  after  Sunday  School, 
the  Finance  Committee  reported  they  were  unable  to  borrow  money  for 
the  New  Building  on  the  strength  of  the  uncollected  notes  of  the  mem- 
bers to  be  used  as  collateral. 

On  recommendation  of  the  bank,  our  church  voted  to  borrow 
money  on  a  Joint  Note  of  its  members  which  was  supported  by  a  Deed 

of  Trust  on  the  church  grounds  and  new  building  The  amount  to  be 

borrowed  not  to  exceed  $5000.  (WHS,  19) 

But  before  the  finance  committee  borrowed  the  $5,000,  it  had  to 
ask  the  church  to  "endorse  a  note  for  $600  to  secure  the  Bank  of  Severn, 
and  pay  wages  until  conference. . .  "(19).  The  financial  struggle  continued 
long  after  the  church  house  had  been  completed  "in  about  one  year"  from 
the  groundbreaking,  "at  a  total  cost  of  $18,000,  with  a  heavy  debt  on  it"; 
however,  it  would  not  be  dedicated  until  "the  last  dollar  was  paid . . ."  (32). 
In  the  meantime,  the  church  took  stringent  measures: 

Whereas,  the  scriptures  teach  that  it  is  the  duty  of  every 
Christian  to  help  propagate  the  Gospel;  and  whereas,  our  church 
covenant  specifically  states,  and  those  united  with  the  church  agree,  to 
contribute  cheerfully  and  regularly  to  the  support  of  the  ministry  and 
the  expenses  of  the  church.  Therefore — ^Be  it  resolved — ^that  any 
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member  who  refuses  to  support  the  causes  mentioned  in  this  resolution, 
except  in  case  of  inability  to  pay,  for  a  period  of  12  months,  shall  be  noti- 
fied by  the  treasurer,  and,  if  tiie  member  so  notified  does  not  respond  by 
the  payment  of  obligations  within  one  month  from  the  date  of  notice,  this 
member  shall  be  notified  the  second  time,  and,  if  there  be  no  response  at 
the  end  of  the  2nd  month,  this  member  shall  be  automatically  excluded 
from  the  church  without  further  action  on  the  part  of  the  church.  (21) 

The  Beards'  Basic  History  oftlie  United  States  offers  a  telling  account 
of  this  period.  Except  for  fanners,  it  reads,  "the  country  seemed  safe  and 
sound  on  the  'high  plateau  of  permanent  prosperity'"  The  conditions 
reported  by  the  Beards  immediately  preceded  the  Great  Depression  of 
1929,  when  the  "business  boom . . .  burst  with  a  resounding  crash"  (452). 

Economic  woes  notwithstanding,  Roberts  Chapel  held  its  first 
services  in  the  new  church  house  on  Sunday,  May  29, 1927,  Mr.  Price  bas- 
ing his  sermon  on  Joshua  4:6:  "That  this  may  be  a  sign  among  you,  that 
when  your  children  ask  their  fathers  in  time  to  come,  saying.  What  mean 
ye  by  these  stones?"  (KJV). 

Not  a  good  time  for  heavy  debt,  the  church  nevertheless  contin- 
ued its  benevolent  acts:  $25.00  and  "several  barrels  of  com  [for]  Bro.  W.C. 
Stephenson  who  had  his  bam  and  com  destroyed  by  lightning"  and 
$78.93  to  help  "defray  Sister  Price's  hospital  expenses"  (WHS,  21-22). 

In  this  period,  Roberts  Chapel  suffered  hardships  other  than 
financial  ones:  one  was  the  resignation  of  its  pastor  on  September  14, 1930, 
effective  "About  October  15."  Mr.  Price  and  his  farmly  were  to  move 
"from  this  field  to  Bethel  Baptist  church,  Bloxom,  Va."  As  sad  as  the  con- 
gregation apparently  was  to  see  him  go — "many  words  of  regret  were 
spoken" — ^they  rallied  around  to  raise  the  salary  due  him: 

Church  treasurer,  J.N.  Home  reported  he  had  secured  from  col- 
lection during  September,  $274.88  and  after  paying  several  bUls  he  then 
had  $160.00  to  help  defray  the  $495.00  then  due  to  Bro.  Price.  The 
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Deacon[s]  paid  him  in  full. .  .Bro.  Price  gave  $58.15  toward  paying  the  debt 
on  our  new  building  when  he  left.  (22) 

Although  Roberts  Chapel  was  without  a  pastor  from  October 
1930  to  May  1931,  when  R.H.  Herring  came  to  serve  in  the  interim,  the 
church  moved  forward — ^as  Baptist  churches  often  do — ^in  the  spirit  of 
democracy  and  in  the  priesthood  of  all  believers. 

A.W.H.PNES 
1932-1936 

Mr.  Herring  remained  through  the  rest  of  1931.  On  January  1, 
1932,  the  Rev.  Jones  began  his  four-year  pastorate.  At  the  time,  "Roberts 
Chapel  and  Buckhome  parted  the  Church  Field,''  which  had  continued 
for  approximately  sixty-two  years,  ''with  the  exception  of  about  1  year 
while  Bro.  Dailey  was  pastor"  (23).  When  Mr.  Jones  accepted  the  church's 
call,  he  served  Severn  and  MargarettsviUe  churches.  Stephenson's  Brief 
Historical  Sketch  reads,  "This  was  a  period  of  depression  when  finances 
were  low  in  both  secular  and  religious  work."  But  payments  on  the  church 
debt  continued  because  contributions  continued.  On  Christmas  1932,  for 
example,  "we  collected  by  individual  gifts  $628.10"  (24). 

The  March  1933,  conference  report  alludes  to  the  concrete  walk's 
completion,  with  funds  "contributed  by  members  and  W.R A."  And,  at  the 
last  conference  of  the  year,  N.B.  Boone's  annual  report  showed  that,  from 
money  collected  through  Sunday  school,  he  had  paid  "to  building  fund, 
$96.75;  Chowan  College,  $48.54;  Missions,  $41.88;  Orphanage,  $42.82; 
Hospital,  $6.11;  W.M.  Union,  $5.40;  Total  $241.50"  (24). 

If  the  church  suffered  financially,  it  was,  nevertheless,  richly 
served  by  the  revivals  of  1933  and  1934,  from  which  came  21  baptisms, 
one  transfer  of  letter,  and  one  restoration. 
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In  tho  nc\t  tour  nu^nths,  'Rex.  R.D.  Stephenson  came  to  two  con- 
feivnces,  pivached  and  acted  as  moderator"  (24).  After  no  pemianent  pas- 
tcM-  had  Ixvn  pivsent  to  "shepherd"  the  Robeils  Chapel  "tlock"  for  tliat 
lenv;th  of  time  the  chuivh  must  ha\  e  gladl\-  welcomed  into  "frill  fello^v- 
ship  on  lune  M>tr  the  Re\".  and  Mi's.  CM.  Fegram  and  their  cliildim 
John  lacob,  Paphne  and  Chan. 

Ma\  >l  h^-^  ten  long  N  eai-s  befoiv  Mr.  Fegi-am's  aniwil,  tlie 
con.i;iVi;ation  had  \\  orshiped  tor  the  tii^st  time  in  its  ne\v  cluuxdi  house. 
.■\nd  a  N  ear  betoiv  that  on  lune  1~.  b^Zo.  it  had  pledged  not  to  dedicate  tlie 
building  until  the  last  dollar  \vas  paid."  Dedication  Da\'  was  the  \'eiv 
(.vcasion  tor  which  the  church  had  published  \  Ir.  Stephenson  s  histon:  He 
^\■rote  biw  Tegram  s  pastorate  heiv  has  beei\  pleas^mt  and  pivtgi-essix-e; 
our  church  meml^ei-ship  has  been  enli\  ened  b\-  excluding  non-actiiig  and 
avcu'ing  ne^\■  membei-s.  and  our  church  debt  \\'hich  amoimt[ed]  to  some 
o\  er  s.viW  at  his  coming  has  Kvn  paid  "  C^^^- 

the  time  tor  dedication  had  tinalK"  conu\  After  some  diffiailt^* 
in  finding  a  Sunda\  on  \\  hich  the  toniier  pastoi's  could  paiticipate,  tlie 
church  dtvidt\i  to  celebrate  on  Thui^da\-  August  5  b\^C  in  the  middle  of 
the  annual  protracted  nuvtmg  \\  hich  ^\■as  to  begin  on  August  1  "and  con- 
tinue through  the  \\'Lvk — ^atten^oons  and  nights.  Tlie  \"ote  on  lul\"  3  had 
stipulated  an  all  da\-  sen  ice  ^Mm.  ''-"^^""l  The  avords  fiilK"  co\"er  tlie 
e\  cut,  1-onner  pastois  1  .1-,  Paile\".  H.N.  Cardner.  l.L.  Price,  and  A.W.H. 
loiu^  \\  ith  the  thenvunvnt  minister.  CM  Fegram.  paiticipated  in  tlie 
mousing  woi'ship  scnA  ice.  The  l\e\-.  .X.P.  Stephenson  of  FranMin..  \  u'ginia, 
pivached  the  dedicaton-  scmnon.  l-ollo\\"ing  dinner  and  mteimission,  a 
s«.M\g  scMAice  and  the  bunding  ot  the  tl\i"ee  notes  \\'hich  had  Iven  paid" 
inti\xiuct\i  the  attenuvn  pivgram.  Falks  b\"  E.X.  Caiviner,  J.F.  Fiiee.  Re\". 
R.D.  Stephenson  and  otheis  spoke  in  ivgards  to  tlie  past  liiston"  of  Robeits 
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Qiapel  Church.  A  History  of  the  Church  in  the  shape  of  a  handbook  was 
distributed  at  50c?  each/' 

The  protracted  meeting,  which  had  begun  the  previous  Sunday, 
"resulted  in  the  baptism  of  10  candidates  after  Profession  of  Faith  in 
Christ''  (Mins.).  The  church  was  grateful  to  the  pastor  "Mr.  Pegram," 
wrote  W.H.  Stephenson,  "is  doing  a  great  work  for  our  young  people 
through  the  Sunday  School  and  B.Y.P.U."  (25).  Edith  Stephenson  Simpson 
of  Raleigh,  one  of  the  young  people  at  the  time,  particularly  remembers 
Mr.  Pegram's  children  as  her  playmates.  She  laughingly  recalls  his  "taking 
a  carload  of  us  to  Boykins  [Va.]  every  Saturday  night  to  see  a  western 
movie" — \tas  despite  the  fact  that  "everybody's  shoes  had  to  be  polished 
for  Sunday  school  the  next  day."  Mrs.  Simpson's  "everybody"  included 
her  siblings — ^Martha  Lou,  WUey,  Jr,  and  Earl  Stephenson  (Conversation, 
8-21-98). 

Conference  minutes  of  October  1, 1938,  read,  "Bro.  CM.  Pegram 
tendered  his  resignation  as  Pastor  of  Roberts  Chapel  Church  to  take  effect 
Nov.  1st,  1938."  The  church  accepted  his  resignation  October  9,  and  a  pul- 
pit committee  was  appointed  immediately.  Mr.  Pegram  went  to  Calvary 
Baptist  Church  in  Raleigh. 

LONNIE  SASSER 
1939-1941 

Roberts  Chapel  was  without  a  pastor  for  only  two  months. 
Records  show  that  "Regular  conference  met  on  Feby.  4,  1939  with  Rev. 
Lonnie  Sasser,  our  new  pastor,  as  moderator"  But  in  the  interim,  the 
church  took  action  on  a  cultural  matter: 

By  vote . . .  Jan.  28, 1939,  the  following  petition  was  instmcted  to 
be  mailed  to  the  Hon.  Wayland  SpruiU  and  the  Hon.  Hinton  L.  Joyner, 
Members  of  the  General  assembly,  Raleigh,  N.C. 
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"We,  the  Members  of  Roberts  Chapel  Baptist  Church,  Pendleton, 

N.C  ,  in  conference  assembled  this  29th  day  of  Jan.  1939  do  hereby  ask 

that  you  vote  for  a  law  to  prohibit  the  sale  of  wine,  beer,  or  any  spirituous 
beverages  on  Sundays  in  Northampton  Co. 

''We  further  ask  you  to  vote  for  a  law  that  all  Filling-Stations,  Rook 
Houses  and  similar  places  of  business  in  Northampton  Co.  be  closed  on 
Sundays  from  10  o'clock  a.m.  to  12:30  p.m." 

Other  matters  of  business  included  the  clerk's  being  instructed  to 
"rent  the  church  farm  land  for  this  year"  (Min.,  3-4-39).  But  the  serious 
decisions  having  to  do  with  the  operations  of  the  church  and  results  of  its 
service  dominated  the  records.  In  July  1939,  "It  was  voted  that  1/2  of 
benevolent  funds  be  sent  to  Chowan  CoUege  from  date";  and,  on 
September  3,  1939,  "Clarence  Bailey  Jones  was  Licensed  to  preach  the 
Gospel  by  Roberts  Chapel  Church."  The  Rev.  Jones  would  also  be 
ordained  by  the  church  on  September  9, 1940,  after  an  Ordination  Council 
examined  him  and  recommended  the  ordination. 

And  the  protracted  meeting  of  September  4-8  was  newsworthy: 

Our  pastor,  Lonnie  Sasser,  conducted  the  meeting.  Our  church 
was  revived  and  there  were  ten  additions.  On  Sunday  afternoon 
September  23, 1939,  the  following  were  baptized  in  our  church  bap- 
tistry— ^who,  previously  on  September  8th  upon  a  profession  of 
faith  in  Jesus  Christ  had  been  received  into  our  membership:  Marvin 
Johnson,  Trilby  Johnson,  Edith  Stephenson,  Martha  Lou  Stephenson,  Joe 
Alex  Home,  Charlie  Jones,  Royster  FutreU,  George  Parker  Edwards,  and 
Foye  [sic]  Barnes. 

Our  baptism  was  held  in  an  united  baptism  with  Ashley  Grove 
and  Lasker  Baptist  Church.  Bro.  Sasser,  pastor  of  aU  these  churches,  bap- 
tized about  20  in  our  baptistry  that  aftemoon. 

The  records  show  that  a  similar  service  was  held  in  1940,  when 
Mr.  Sasser  again  held  a  joint  baptismal  service  at  Roberts  Chapel.  But, 
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apparently,  the  1939  service  christened  the  baptistry.  (Records  show  that 
the  baptisms  of  those  professing  faith  in  1938  took  place  in  the  miU  pond.) 
Following  that  historical  service,  the  church  got  busy  and  completed  the 
baptistry  "at  a  cost  of  $43.15"  (Min.,  9-30-39). 

The  next  "high  and  prominent''  service  was  a  Thanksgiving 
observance  on  November  30, 1939.  "The  collection  amounted  to  $19.86 — 
in  addition  to  $25.09  worth  of  peanuts  given  by  some  of  the  members  for 
the  Orphanage." 


Up  to  and  including  this  time,  only  the  men  attended  church  confer- 
ences. But,  in  1940,  the  church  voted  to  have  the  treasurer  make  his  report 
at  the  preaching  service  on  the  first  Sunday  morning  of  the  month,  "that 
the  lady  members  might  know  the  church's  financial  condition."  This 
instruction  followed  the  ruling  that  "AU  lady  members  who  are  in  arrears 
in  paying  church  salaries  were  excused  for  aU  indebtedness  up  to  1939 
apportionment"  (Min.,  2-3-40). 

Another  matter  of  business  came  before  the  church  on  Sunday 
morning,  July  13, 1941,  when  Mr.  Sasser  offered  his  resignation,  effective 
two  days  later  In  the  August  conference,  a  letter  was  granted  for  the 
Sassers  "to  unite  with  some  other  Baptist  church."  Though  pastorless,  the 
church,  nevertheless,  held  services:  "On  the  third  Sunday,  September  21, 
1941,  at  the  regular  hour  of  preaching,  'our  Rules  of  Decorum,  Qiurch 
Covenant,  and  Religious  beliefs  were  read, . . .  we  having  no  minister  pre- 


It  was  wartime  again.  While  Europe  had  been  engulfed  in  the 
fighting  for  some  time,  the  United  States  had  not  entered  World  War  n 
until  after  Japan's  December  7, 1941,  attack  on  Pearl  Harbor  Having  begun 


sent.' 


/// 


CURTB  R  CLEVELAND 
1942-1944 
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his  pastorate  January  1, 1942,  and  ended  it  as  of  February  1, 1944,  the  Rev. 
Curtis  P.  Cleveland  served  Roberts  Chapel  for  almost  the  length  of  the  war. 

A  grim  reminder  of  war  entered  the  conference  minutes  for  April 
4, 1942:  "A  prayer  was  offered  for  the  consolation  of  Bro.  Wiley  Sumner's 
family  in  the  death  of  their  son  who  was  killed  during  active  service  in  the 
U.S.  Merchant  Marine.''  And  in  the  July  5, 1942  minutes,  another  reminder 
appears:  "Abill  of  $8.82  for  Pocket  Bibles  to  be  given  our  Soldier  Boys  was 
ordered  paid."  Otherwise,  few  references  are  made  as  to  how  the  war 
directly  affected  the  church;  however,  memories  linger  in  the  minds  of 
those  who  served  and  in  the  hearts  of  their  families.  Photographs  of  World 
War  n  service  men  from  Roberts  Chapel  were  on  display  for  the 
Sesquicentennial,  October  25, 1998. 

Probably  little  "fighting"  accompanied  the  church  vote  on  May  3, 
1944  to  do  away  with  Saturday  conferences,  and,  on  June  7, 1942,  the  dea- 
cons recommended  "that  our  quarterly  conference  be  held  on  First 
Sundays  in  January,  April,  July  and  October  after  the  preaching  hour  of  ? 
Sunday  mornings."  The  vote  in  favor  was  unanimous.  In  the  same  meet- 
ing, the  church  voted  to  omit  the  conference  roll  calls. 

At  about  this  time,  the  minutes  began  carrying  summaries  of  the 
annual  assodational  letter.  In  1943, 

The  letter  showed  we  have  230  members  -  pay  our  pastor  an  annual 
salary  of  $950.00  -  that  we  contributed  to  Local  Expenses  of  church 
$1607.29  -  and  to  Gifts  of  aU  Missions,  Education,  Orphanages,  etc., 
$766.06  -  Total  $2373.35  -  an  average  gift  of  $10.31  per  member 

While  assodational  letters  always  teU  a  story,  they  are  never  as 
comprehensive  as  conference  minutes.  On  November  14, 1943,  "It  was 
voted  that  Roberts  Chapel  Church  (ought  to)  join  in  with  Severn  Baptist 
Church  to  'form  a  field'  while  the  opportunity  was  open,  Severn  being 
without  a  pastor  and  our  present  union  with  Newsome,  Va.,  church  was 
inconvenient."  Then, 
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At  preaching  hour  Sunday,  Nov.  21, 1943,  Bro.  Cleveland  advised 
us  he  thought  our  "church  fields''  ought  to  be  more  compact  in  order  for 
Pastors  to  visit  and  work  more  with  their  members,  and  in  order  for  us  to 
feel  free  to  form  a  New  Field,  he  offered  his  resignation  as  pastor — ^to  take 
effect  Feby.  1st  1944.... 

Our  pastor  made  some  remarks  of  appreciation  of  our  help  and 
hospitality  . .  advising  us  that  he  would  be  with  us  no  longer  after  Jan. 
31, 1944.  He  becomes  Pastor  of  Madison  Street  Baptist  Qiurch, 
Lynchburg,  Va.  on  Feby.  1, 1944. 

:  FLETCHER  FORD 

1944-1949 

The  church  put  in  place  its  plan  for  the  new  field:  "Rev.  Hetcher 
Ford  of  Emporia,  Va.  became  our  pastor  with  Severn  Baptist  Church  as  the 
other  half  of  the  Field  on  March  1st,  1944."  Inasmuch  as  Mr.  Ford  would 
Hve  in  the  parsonage  at  Severn,  Roberts  Chapel  voted  to  "help  pay  for  the 
improvement  of  the  Parsonage  ...  as  much  as  $500.00"  (Min.,  3-19-44). 
Not  many  years  later,  Roberts  Chapel  began  a  conversation  about  a  par- 
sonage of  its  own. 

The  church's  sense  of  ownership  extended  beyond  its  own  proper- 
ty. Throughout  the  years,  records  made  reference  to  ties  with  Chowan 
CoUege  in  Murfreesboro,  less  than  ten  miles  away.  In  March  1947,  the 
church  apparently  felt  some  anxiety  as  to  Chowan's  future  as  it  appointed 
delegates  to  represent  the  congregation  "at  Edenton,  N.C  in  regards  to 
Chowan  College."  Messrs.  Jim  Edwards,  J.C.  Edwards,  Wiley  Stephenson, 
and  W.H.  Stephenson  were  instructed  to  vote  "not  to  give  away  Chowan 
College  and  its  endowment  to  the  State  Baptist  Convention"  (Min., 
3-28-47).  In  a  called  conference  on  May  4,  "It  was  voted  we  collect  and  pay 
over  to  Chowan  CoUege  the  amount  of  ($500.00)  Five  hundred  dollars  per 
year  for  a  period  of  five  years,  beginning  October  1, 1947. "  The  clerk  record- 
ed J.C.  Edwards'  retort:  "If  Chowan  College  opens."  The  earlier  vote  was 
rescinded,  however,  when  "Our  State  Education  Secretary  promised  to  give 
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to  Chowan.  .  .  from  our  State  [Cooperative  Program]  Funds/'  and  the 
church  retumed  to  the  private  subscription  method  of  contributions  to  its 
neighboring  college. 

As  alluded  to  in  earlier  references,  the  annual  protracted  meeting 
was  of  the  utmost  importance.  An  interesting  note  about  the  August  1948 
revival  evokes  images  of  cardboard  fans  in  motion:  "We  had  a  good  meet- 
ing though  mighty  warm  weather"  Also  in  1948,  another  special  service 
occupied  minds  and  dictated  deeds  for  weeks:  Roberts  Chapel  was  about 
to  observe  its  Centennial,  on  the  fifth  Sunday  in  October  In  anticipation  of 
the  event,  the  church  voted  unanimously  to  "paint  and  improve  the  looks 
of  our  church  building."  At  the  same  conference,  the  congregation  grant- 
ed their  pastor  a  bonus  of  $200.00  (Min.,  7-26-48). 

The  menu  for  dinner-on-the-grounds  included  barbecue  and  aU 
the  trtrnrnings,  members  generously  contributing  pigs,  chickens,  and 
money.  Also,  in  generous  spirit,  Conway  church  sent  $100.00  to  help 
defray  the  costs.  "Our  crowd  was  estimated  at  650  or  more  Our  cele- 
bration of  Roberts  Chapel  Baptist's  100th  Birth-day  was  acclaimed  an 
enjoyable  and  profitable  occasion"  (Undated  report). 

Following  the  Centennial  celebration,  the  Rev.  Ford  stayed  only 
about  two  months  longer  But  with  Pendleton  and  Sevem  churches,  he 
had  celebrated  the  end  of  World  War  n,  in  1945.  The  war  had  invaded  his 
pastorate  at  the  very  first  when  "Bro.  James  Bristow  was  kiQed  in  the  col- 
lision of  three  airplanes  at  GreenvUle,  S.C.,  February  12, 1944,  while  in  the 
pursuit  of  his  regular  army  duties"  (Min.,  2-20-44). 

After  those  eventful  years,  Mr.  Ford  resigned  to  become  pastor  of 
Four  Oaks  Baptist  Church,  in  January  1949. 
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Early  days  at  the  new  brick  churchy  circa  1928 


The  Rev.  Randolph  Phillips 
Pastor  1953-1967 


Mr.  Phillips  (left)  first  full-time  pastor 
of  Roberts  Chapel  and  first  resident  of 
the  parsonage  (above) y  still  retains  his 
membership  in  the  church  in  1998. 
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Cemetery  improvements  in  1998 
include  new  driveways  and  a  gate. 
A  plaque  on  one  brick  pillar  names 
the  church;  the  opposite  plaque 
gives  a  brief  history  of  Roberts 
Chapel.  The  addition  to  the  church 
of  a  fellowship  hall 
and  classrooms  (above) 
dates  back  to  1959. 

Opposite  page:  ( upper  left)  the 
sanctuary  in  1998; 
(upper  right)  the  steeple,  a  gift  of 
the  G.E.  Fisher  family  in  1979; 
(lower  left)  the  sanctuary  in  1948. 
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:    ■  1948-1998 

In  his  prayer  at  Roberts  Qiapel  Baptist  Church  on  Sunday,  May 
31, 1998,  Deacon  John  Howard  Woodard  not  only  expressed  his  thank- 
fulness for  ''this  beautiful  church  ...  on  this  high  and  most  prominent 
spot,"  but  he  also  thanked  God  for  "the  opportunities  this  church  has  had 
in  the  last  150  years  to  serve  Thee  and  attempt  to  carry  out  Thy  will.  We 
pray  Thy  further  blessings  upon  us  that  this  congregation  wiU  be  in  place 
here  for  many  years  to  come,  and  we  pray  that  we  wiU  never  fail  Thee  in 
our  service.''  It  was  a  noble  prayer  It  is  a  noble  church. 

J.C.  RAY 
1949-1953 

Roberts  Chapel  and  Severn  churches  cooperated  in  the  calling  of 
J.C.  Ray  from  Monroe,  N.C.,  "as  pastor  of  this  Church  Field"  (Min., 
5-1-49).  He  preached  for  the  first  time  in  Pendleton  on  July  17, 1949.  Mr. 
Ray,  like  many  of  his  predecessors,  observed  the  church  in  its  ongoing 
support  of  the  Baptist  college  in  Murfreesboro.  In  fact,  in  the  budget  sched- 
uled for  preparation  in  the  fall  of  1950,  the  finance  committee  included  a 
sum  "amounting  to  $1.00  per  resident  member  for  Chowan  CoUege 
Endowment"  (Min.,  4-2-50). 
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Former  President  of  Meredith  College,  the  late  Carlyle  Campbell, 
once  said,  "Civilization  began  when  someone  said  let's'  [and]  T  became 
'we'"  (Carlyle  Campbell,  address,  unknown  date,  Meredith  College).  In 
the  history  of  communities  and  their  Baptist  churches,  "we"  becomes  the 
pronoun  of  choice.  Almost  all  of  Roberts  Chapel's  action  were  as  a  com- 
munity. For  example,  on  November  4, 1951,  the  church  accepted  a  recom- 
mendation from  the  organ  committee — Ray  W.  Stephenson;  M.B. 
Johnson;  E.J.  Burgess;  Viola  Stephenson;  and  Iris  Flythe —  first,  to  buy  an 
electric  organ  and,  second,  "that  we  purchase  a  Baldwin  at  the  price  of 
$2,845.00."  The  vote  was  30-4  in  favor  Further, 

On  Second  Sunday  in  Feb.  1952  it  was  announced  by  the  organ 
committee  that  the  organ  money  had  been  collected.  It  was  decided  on 
1st  Sun.  in  Feb.  1952  that  if  aU  the  organ  money  would  be  collected 
before  3rd  Sun.  in  Feb.  That  [sic]  we  would  have  an  Organ  Recital  on 
third  Sun.  Aftemoon  in  celebration  of  that  event  

The  "Recital  and  Song  Service"  was  . . .  held  on  third  Sun.  p.m. 
conducted  by  Miss  Dorothy  BaUinger  of  Chowan  CoUege  and  Rev. 
Lonnie  Sasser  . . .  We  had  a  large  gathering  and  an  enjoyable  service. 
(Min.,  39) 

Soon  to  foUow  the  new  organ  were  three  new  deacons.  Out  of  the 
conference  of  July  6, 1952  came  a  resolution  to  that  effect: 

BE  IT  RESOLVED:  That  the  terms  of  the  present  nine  members 
of  the  Board  of  Deacons  remain  indefinite,  as  ...  at  the  present  time; 

That  at  the  regular  October  1952  conference  the  church  elect 
three  additional  deacons  to  take  office  as  of  January  1, 1953,  the  term  of 
each  of  whom  shall  be  three  years  and  each  of  whom  shall  be  ineligible 
for  re-election  for  a  period  of  12  months  from  the  date  of  expiration  of 
his  term; 
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That  hereafter  any  additional  or  successor  deacon  shall  be  elect- 
ed for  a  term  of  three  years  beginning  the  following  January  first  and  be 
ineligible  for  re-election  for  a  period  of  12  months  from  the  date  of  expi- 
ration of  his  term  or  of  his  death  or  resignation. 

But  in  the  meantime,  the  church  lot  committee  recommended  that 
the  vacant  land  on  Highway  35  ''be  surveyed  and  divided  into  three  lots"; 
that  "the  lot  next  to  the  church,  75  feet  front  extending  back  to  the  back 
line,  be  offered  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Raleigh  Davis  for  $600.00  for  a  residence 
for  themselves"; . . .  and  that  "all  the  money  realized  from  the  sale  of  these 
lots  be  deposited  in  a  savings  account  subject  to  withdrawal  only  by  order 
of  the  church"  (Min.,  1-6-52). 

Next  came  the  question  of  a  parsonage  and — ^more — ^the  question 
of  a  full-time  pastor: 

On  April  19,  1953,  "It  was  voted  that  we  go  on  record  that  we 
favor  and  intend  to  build  a  parsonage  for  our  church.  It  was  also  voted 
that  we  favor  a  full-time  pastorate  ...  at  some  future  date." 

The  church  moved  ahead  in  July  by  appointing  Mrs.  G.T 
Stephenson,  Mrs.  J.M.  Edwards,  W.M.  Stephenson,  Benjamin  Mann,  and 
R.W.  Stephenson  to  the  parsonage  committee  (Min.,  7-5-53).  On  the  very 
same  Sunday  in  July,  J.C.  Ray,  "who  has  been  with  us  for  a  period  of  4 
years  and  some  over  in  a  Church  Field  with  Sevem  offered  his  resignation 
to  take  effect  on  September  30, 1953"  to  become  Sevem's  full-time  pastor 
"Our  church  voted  unanimously  a  vote  of  appreciation  and  thanks  to  Bro. 
Ray  for  his  untiring  efforts  and  help  in  our  church  work  " 

RANDOLPH  PHILLIPS 
1953-1967 

With  only  three  months  left  in  1953,  the  church  elected  the  Rev. 
Randolph  Phillips  to  supply  for  "aU  Sundays  until  1954,"  deterrnining 
"that  during  the  period  of  his  supply  pastorate,  the  members  of  the  church 
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have  responsibility  for  his  lodging  and  meals,  entertaining  him  according  to 
their  respective  preferences,  either  in  their  homes  or  at  the  Holoman  House, 
Murfreesboro''  (Min.,  11-8-53).  But  when  the  end  of  the  year  approached, 
the  congregation  was  not  ready  to  see  him  go.  By  unanimous  vote  on 
December  27, 1953,  the  church  called  him  as  their  first  full-time  pastor  At 
the  time,  he  was  a  student  at  Southeastern  Baptist  Theological  Seminary, 
and  the  seminary  was  in  its  second  year  of  operation.  The  new  pastor  was 
committed  to  rural  ministry 

In  this  historically  significant  time,  the  church  made  some  wor- 
ship- enhancing,  as  weU  as  some  cosmetic,  changes.  As  for  the  latter. 

Our  church  gave  Mrs.  Margaret  Stephenson  a  vote  of  thanks  for 
the  10  "Boxwood"  green  shrubbery  which  she  had  set  out  in  front  of  our 
church  building  in  honor  of  her  Grand  Mother,  Grand  Father,  uncles, 
aunts.  Father,  etc.  for  the  D.N.  Stephenson  family  The  shrubbery  was 
transplanted  from  the  D.N.  Stephenson  plantation.  (Min.,  1-3-54) 

And  as  for  encouraging  participation  in  worship,  Roberts  Chapel 
bought  200  new  Brocidn  mn  Hyinmh.  So  continued  the  life  of  a  church  in  a  build- 
ing mode — building  physically,  building  spiritually,  and  building  reasonably. 

Members  of  Roberts  Chapel  would  not  allow  themselves  to  stray 
too  far  into  the  satisfaction  of  "worldly  goods."  For  example,  in  the  April  8, 
1956,  conference,  "Our  church  clerk  called  our  attention  to  the  [financial] 
report  that  it  was  mostly  used  to  pay  for  local  expenses  and  that  our  benev- 
olence was  lacking."  (The  only  "benevolent"  contribution  in  the  first  quar- 
ter of  1956  was  $15.05  for  Homes  for  the  Aging,  out  of  $1,710.88  total  expen- 
ditures.) Third  quarter  offerings  were  quite  different,  however — some  going 
to  the  Baptist  Hospital  (Mother 's  Day  offering);  Homes  for  the  Aging;  missions 
(from  the  Bible  school  collection);  Children's  Homes  (Thanksgiving  offering); 
State  Missions;  and  the  Cooperative  Program.  Although  not  offered  here  in 
detail,  the  second  quarter's  report  can  be  judged  by  treasurer  Robert 
Edward's  comments:  "Considering  the  financial  conditions  of  farmers  during 
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this  quarter,  this  report  is  very  good.  We  wish  to  express  our  gratitude  to 
each  of  you  for  your  part  in  making  it  so''  (Treasurer's  reports). 

A  bit  of  controversy  arose  in  the  October  6, 1957,  conference,  at 
which  the  deacons  were  asked  to  discuss  ''the  advisability  of  adding 

Deaconess[es]  to  our  Roberts  Chapel  Board  "  The  report  came  back  at 

the  conference  of  December  1,  1957:  "We  advise,  do  not  elect 
Deaconess[es]  at  present  at  least.  By  vote  of  the  church ...  the  report  was 
accepted  and  by  big  majority  it  was  decided  we  do  not  elect  Lady 
Deacons."  While  the  idea  of  women  deacons  would  not  be  controversial 
in  years  to  come,  the  fact  that  the  question  was  considered  as  early  as  1957 
would  indicate  Roberts  Chapel's  more  progressive  stance  than  that  of 
many  Southern  Baptist  churches — ^rural,  urban,  large,  or  small. 

In  1998,  Mr.  Phillips  remembers  another  controversial  subject  of 
those  days — ^farmers  working  in  the  fields  on  Sundays: 

When  I  came  here  some  few  men  were  already  being  sentenced 
to  heU  m  the  minds  of  some  people  because  they  worked  at  harvesting 
on  Sunday.  My  question  was,  "What  are  the  ethical  values?"  If  they  were 
concemed  about  saving  the  peanuts,  and  if  they  shared  the  income 
[from  the  work]  with  the  church,  then  it  was  God's  work.  I  was  more 
interested  in  what  they  thought  about  on  seven  days  a  week  than  on 
just  one  day.  These  people  are  reasonable  in  their  attitudes  toward  the 
church  and  the  activities  of  the  people — ^as  long  as  they're  legal  and  right. 
(Conversation  with  the  PhiJlipses,  7-28-98) 

A:  full-time  pastor  receives  a  full-time  salary.  Such  was  the  belief  of  the 
budget  planners  for  1954—55,  when  they  raised  the  pastor's  salary  from 
$1,800  to  $3250.00.  The  church  staff  included  a  sexton  and  a  financial  sec- 
retary. 
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The  parsonage  was  paid  for  by  1958.  J.M.  Edwards  reported  for 
the  parsonage  committee  that  the  total . . .  cost  was  $16,198.00.  "He  also 
reported  $1691.00  in  the  Bank  of  Conway,  being  held  in  our  Building 
Fund"  (Min.,  1-5-58).  A  year  earlier,  a  garage  for  the  pastor  had  also  been 
completed  and  paid  for  And,  in  a  special  conference  on  December  7, 1958, 
the  church  voted  to  enter  a  building  program:  "We,  the  members  of  the 
Planning  Committee  . . .,  after  thorough  study  and  consideration,  believe 
the  present  educational  facilities  ...  to  be  inadequate  for  our  present  and 
future  needs."  The  unanimous  vote  seemed  to  spark  new  interest  in  the 
educational  program  of  the  church.  For  example,  the  deacons  suggested  a 
monthly  teachers'  meeting;  the  church  decided  to  buy  a  piano  for  the  new 
Sunday  school  department;  in  1962,  Miss  Jessie  Draper  reported  337 
books  in  the  church  library;  and  the  associational  letter  for  1963-64  report- 
ed a  membership  of  66  in  Sunbeams,  G.A.'s,  Y.W.A.'s  and  the  W.M.S., 
while  the  average  attendance  in  Sunday  school  was  109  and,  in  Training 
Union,  55. 

No  sooner  had  the  church  heard  on  January  10, 1965,  Ben  Mann's 
report  that  "all  notes  and  debts  on  the  church  building  additions  have 
been  paid  in  full"  than  it  voted  "to  enter  into  a  Tace-Lifting'  or 
'Beautiftcation'  program. ..."  On  page  276  of  the  conference  minutes  book, 
one  reads,  "After  services  on  Sunday  night,  September  13,  1965,  the 
'Planning  Committee'  for  the  Sanctuary  of  Roberts  Chapel  Church"  made 
its  report — complete  with  sketches  by  architect  William  Boone  of 
Charlotte — ^and  brought  its  recommendations:  "renovations  of  chairs  and 
pulpit";  "acoustical  tile  ceiling  with  indirect  lighting";  "new  pews  and  car- 
pet"; "entire  interior  painted";  "new  heating  system" — ^for  an  estimated 
cost  of  $17,000.  The  church  approved  the  plan  on  September  19, 1965,  at  a 
cost  "not  to  exceed  $20,000."  On  October  10,  1966,  "Miss  Iris  Overman, 
chairman  of  the  Planning  and  Building  Committee,  reported  that  the  ren- 
ovation of  the  sanctuary  was  completed  at  a  cost  of  $19,444.27." 


38 


A  MIGM  AND  PROMINENT  PLACE 


Lest  a  reader  infer  that  building  and  improvements  were  the  pri- 
mary activities  of  the  church,  he  or  she  need  only  to  refer  to  the  conference 
minutes  of  July  10, 1966,  and  Ben  Mann's  motion  that  the  church  "enter 
into  'the  5  year  Spiritual  Growth  Plan/''  The  church  council  set  the  goals 
under  five  general  areas,  but  its  clarification  under  the  heading  of 
"Increasing  Our  Qiurch's  Outreach"  lends  credence  to  the  perception  of 
Roberts  Chapel's  understanding  of  its  relationship  with  its  community: 

Our  church  membership  depends  upon  the  population  of  the 
community  There  are  no  prospects  for  significant  growth  in  member- 
ship at  present.  We  wiQ  continue  to  seek  to  bring  into  our  membership 
all  in  our  community  not  affiliated  with  another  church  in  the  area  of  the 
larger  community  We  shall  seek  to  lead  aU  members  into  a  deeper  and 
more  meaningful  relationship  and  involvement  in  the  life  and  ministry 
of  the  church. 

In  the  meantime,  grief  had  entered  the  life  of  the  church  with  the 
death  of  the  pastor's  wife,  Arver  Phillips,  who  "died  at  her  home,  our 
church  parsonage,  on  Monday,  October  3, 1960.  Her  body  was  taken  to 
her  Georgia  home  for  burial"  (Min.,  226).  Mr.  Phillips  stayed  with  the 
church  for  seven  years  after  his  wife's  death  but  resigned  as  of  May  31, 
1967,  to  go  into  the  schools  in  the  very  difficult  tinnes  of  desegregation.  On 
the  occasion  of  his  last  sermon  at  Roberts  Chapel,  the  church  gave  him  a 
typewriter  and  presented  him  a  certificate  of  appreciation — ^whose  word- 
ing included  "He  that  would  be  greatest  among  you  must  be  the  servant 
ofaU." 

On  July  28,  1998,  Mr.  Phillips  indicated  that,  of  all  the  facets  of 
ministry,  personal  relationships  brought  him  the  most  joy.  He  said,  "My 
personal  ministry  was  my  personal  sermon." 
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Mr.  Phillips  and  long-time  member  of  the  church,  Ruth 
Stephenson,  a  widow,  married  in  1963  and,  except  for  a  brief  period  away, 
have  retained  membership  in  Roberts  Chapel. 

R.  ERNEST  POSTON 
1967-1973 

Following  the  worship  service  of  August  6, 1967,  Roberts  Qiapel 
extended  to  the  Rev.  Ernest  Poston  an  invitation  to  become  its  second  full- 
time  pastor  in  the  long  line  of  sixteen  ministers  who  had  preceded  him. 
His  ministry  began  September  1,  1967,  and  he  and  Mrs.  Poston,  David, 
JuHa,  and  Susan  Poston  joined  by  transfer  of  letters. 

During  Mr.  Poston's  ministry,  the  church  continued  on  a  similar 
path  of  previous  years;  i.e.,  attention  to  spiritual  dimensions,  organiza- 
tions, and  physical  facilities. 

One  evidence  of  the  church's  spiritual  concern  was  its  vote  in  1968 
to  participate  in  the  "Crusade  of  the  Americas" — a  "cooperative . . .  evan- 
gelistic thrust  in  which  20  million  Baptists  in  South,  Central  and  North 
America  are  uniting  their  efforts  to  deepen  the  spiritual  life  of  Christians, 
[and  to]  point  the  lost  to  Christ." 

Spiritual  concerns  at  home  were  made  manifest,  in  part,  in  the 
organizations  of  the  church.  For  example,  the  Sunday  school  created  two 
new  departments — the  Young  People  Away  Department  for  youth  and  a 
Cradle  RoU  Department  for  infants.  The  Church  Training  program  pre- 
sented its  goals  to  the  congregation  in  the  conference  of  October  10, 1973: 

1.  To  promote  special  studies  in  Christian  Education  as  it  relates 
to  Hfe  today 

2.  To  involve  members  in  developing  a  deeper  appreciation  and 
understanding  of  Christian  Hvtng  and  its  application  to  life  today 

3.  To  understand  more  fuUy  the  significance  of  family  life  and  its 
positive  expression  in  Christian  Living. 

4.  To  provide  recreational  opportunities  for  youth  and  adults. 
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And  to  bring  an  added  spiritual  dimension  to  the  worship  ser- 
vice, where  the  spiritual  aspect  is  often  most  likely  to  be  found,  Joan 
Home,  chair  of  the  music  committee,  announced  in  October  1973  that 
"plans  are  being  developed  for  a  special  Christmas  cantata  that  wiU  be 
given  the  Sunday  before  Qmstmas"  (Min.,  10-10-73). 

Very  little  building,  if  any,  occurred  during  this  period;  however, 
at  the  September  10,  1972,  conference,  ''a  motion  was  approved  to  pur- 
chase covers  for  the  church  pews  at  a  cost  of  approximately  $500.00,  the 
installation  to  be  delayed  until  funds  are  in  hand,''  and  on  June  3, 1973 — 
the  Sunday  on  which  Mr.  Poston  tendered  his  resignation — ^the  church 
approved  three  air  conditioning  units  for  the  parsonage  and  new  paint 
inside  and  out. 

Two  statements  from  conference  minutes  of  the  seventies  gave  an  added 
sense  of  time  and  place  to  the  period:  ''Brotherhood  President  Bud  Warren 
advised  that  there  would  be  no  meeting  in  October  due  to  the  peanut  har- 
vesting season''  (Min.,  10-6-71);  and  Stanley  H.  Barnes,  Chairman  of  the 
Christian  Action  League,  "advised  that  transportation  would  be  available 
for  anyone  desiring  to  vote"  (Min.,  10-10-73).  It  was  not  a  presidential 
election  year,  but  a  local  or  statewide  race  can  also  entice  voters  to  the 
poUs.  And  while  Mr.  Barnes'  announcement  could  have  been  a  blanket 
invitation  for  aU  time  to  come,  its  impact  on  American  voters  could  have 
been  greater  than  usual  in  1973,  the  Watergate  scandal's  having  mesmer- 
ized the  nation  for  weeks  on  end. 
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EDWIN  C.DACUS 
1974-1980 

On  July  22, 1973,  the  pulpit  supply  committee  recommended  that 
Roberts  Chapel  call  as  interim  pastor  the  Rev.  Edwin  Dacus,  who  had 
recently  served  in  the  same  capacity  in  Rich  Square,  North  Carolina,  and 
Newsome,  Virginia,  while  he  coordinated  the  alcoholism  program  at 
Roanoke-Chowan  Mental  Health  Service  in  nearby  Ahoskie. 

The  search  for  a  fuU-tune  minister  was  apparently  quite  difficult 
for  the  pulpit  committee,  as  evidenced  by  the  following  letter  dated 
October  28, 1973: 

In  view  of  the  fact  this  Pulpit  Committee,  appointed  by  the 
members  of  Roberts  Chapel  Church  to  seek  out  and  recommend  a  pas- 
tor, has  prayerfully  sought  to  carry  out  your  mandate,  but  we  have  not 
found  the  man  we  feel  led  by  the  Holy  Spirit  to  fill  this  position. 

We  believe  it  to  be  in  the  best  interest  of  this  church  and  aU  con- 
cerned, for  this  Committee  to  resign  thereby  giving  you  the  opportunity 
to  appoint  another  Committee  for  this  task.  We  assure  you  of  our  contin- 
ued prayers  that  our  church  may  follow  the  leadership  of  the  Holy  Spirit 
in  finding  and  accepting  a  spiritual  leader  . . . 

S/  James  W  Jenkins;  Stanley  H.  Barnes;  Iris  E  Liverman;  May  L. 
Outland;  and  Jane  B.  Taylor. 

On  December  2,  a  new  committee — ^John  H.  Woodard,  Chairman; 
G.E.  Fisher;  Joan  Home;  Martha  Stephenson;  and  Larry  Mann — ^was 
appointed,  and,  on  February  3,  1974,  the  committee  recommended 
"extending  a  call  to  Edwin  C.  Dacus  to  become  regular  pastor,"  and  a 
week  later,  at  a  previously  announced  conference,  "Motion  to  accept 
report  of  Pulpit  Committee  duly  seconded  and  carried  by  a  vote  of  55  to 
23"  (Min.,  2-10-74). 

In  some  of  the  earlier  conferences  moderated  by  the  new  pastor, 
the  church  turned  benevolent,  as  it  often  did,  pledging  toward  a  mobile 
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unit  "from  which  to  minister  to  migrant  workers''  (Min.,  7-3-74)  and  later 
that  month  approving  an  additional  contribution  toward  a  migrant  work- 
ers' chapel  in  Rich  Square  (Min.,  7-21-74).  In  1976,  the  Brotherhood  spon- 
sored "a  donation  supper  (featuring  rock  muddle  prepared  by  Howard 
Woodard)  as  a  gesture  of  love  and  concern  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Walter  J.  Baker 
who  recently  lost  their  son.  Tun  Baker"  Held  at  the  community  building 
in  Severn  on  May  5, 1976,  the  occasion  also  drew  people  from  nearby  com- 
munities. "On  May  19, 1976,  a  check  was  mailed  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Baker  for 
$1046,  designated  as  a  Tim  Baker  Memorial  Fund"  (Undated  report  from 
the  Brotherhood). 

One  might  infer  that  the  "use  of  church  owned  land  for  construc- 
tion of  tennis  courts" — sponsored  by  the  Brotherhood  (Min.,  7-3-74) — 
would  not  be  so  weighty  a  matter;  however,  a  place  of  wholesome  recre- 
ation for  the  Roberts  Chapel  fairdly  would  seem  to  indicate  balance  in  the 
church's  ministry.  For  example,  not  far  from  that  time,  the  church  entered 
the  Bold  Mission  Program,  of  which  "Strengthening  the  Family"  was  one 
of  its  phases  (Min.,  9-9-78). 

In  the  meantime,  the  pastor  had  strengthened  the  church  family's 
organization  by  seeking  and  finding  approval  of  a  church  coundl,  which 
would  comprise  all  department  heads  (Min.,  7-6-77). 

The  Hvely  music  program  of  this  period  was  another  indication  of 
balance.  In  1974,  Roberts  Chapel  sponsored  "a  church  music  group  for  a 
special  workshop  at  Camp  Caraway  near  Asheboro,  N.C. — Joan  Home 
PhyUis  Mann,  Sandra  Woodard,  and  John  H.  Woodard"  (Min.,  9-1-74).  In 
1975,  the  congregation  voted  to  buy  choir  robes;  in  1976,  at  the  recom- 
mendation of  the  music  and  worship  committee,  it  bought  a  tape  recorder 
to  provide  a  tape  ministry;  and,  in  the  same  year,  the  church  installed  a 
new  AUen  organ,  which  first  became  a  part  of  the  worship  service  in 
December 
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Minutes  of  a  called  conference  on  September  25, 1977,  read. 

At  3:00  p.m.  an  Organ  Recital  and  Dedication  Service  was  held  in 
the  church  sanctuary.  Guest  organist  was  Dave  Kirk,  representative  of  the 
Allen  Organ  Company.  A  special  Memoriam  was  represented  by  Joan 
Home  outlining  the  events  leading  up  to  the  purchase  of  the  organ  and 
giving  special  recognition  for  memorial  gifts.  The  organ  was  dedicated  to 
the  following  deceased  members: 


Printed  on  the  back  of  the  program  were  these  words:  "The  digi- 
tal organ  computer  concept  was  based  on  its  ability  to  convert  sound 
wave  shapes  into  memory  and  recalled  by  a  touch  of  the  organ  keys.  It  is 
incredibly  authentic  and  infinitely  varied.  May  it  witness  to  the  glory  of 
God  for  many  years  to  come." 

That  last  sentence  might  well  have  applied  to  other  tangible 
reminders  that  on  "this  high  and  prominent  spot"  sat  a  church.  For  exam- 
ple, "an  appropriate  steeple"  could  also  "witness  to  the  glory  of  God."  The 
conference  minutes  of  December  9,  1979,  recorded  that  the  G.E.  Fisher 
family  gave  such  a  steeple — ^including  lights — ^to  replace  the  original 


And  the  conference  records  of  August  24, 1980,  show  that  Roberts 
Chapel  "accepted  request  of  pastor  Edwin  C.  Dacus  that  his  resignation 
be  accepted  effective  September  1,  1980."  In  October,  the  church  called 
Garland  Hendricks  "as  interim  pastor  for  November  and  December" 
(Min.,  10-5^0). 


John  and  Edna  Parker 
W.  Harry  Stephenson 
Catherine  Woodard 
W.C  Stephenson 
W.M.  Stephenson 


Gilbert  T.  Stephenson 

Grady  BeUe  Bryant 

Beulah  Jones 

\^ola  S.  Layton 

J.C  and  LoUie  Edwards 


dome. 
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BROKEN  OLIVER 
1981-1982 

In  1977,  Kenneth  Boyd  Oliver  had  legally  changed  his  name  to 
"Broken  Oliver"  as  a  result  "of  a  new  commitment  to  the  Lord"  (Report, 
pulpit  committee,  3-1-81),  and,  in  1978,  he  was  ordained  into  the  ministry 
The  Rev.  Broken  OHver  accepted  the  pastorate  of  Roberts  Chapel  Church, 
to  begin  his  ministry  on  March  8, 1981 .  Mr.  OHver  was  a  seminary  student, 
although  he  had  previously  earned  a  master's  degree  in  education.  He 
came  to  the  pastorate  during  the  time  of  the  "Morning  in  America"  sensi- 
bility of  the  Ronald  Reagan  presidency 

Whether  it  was  "Morning  in  Northampton  County,"  only  local 
citizens  would  recall;  however,  outward  signs  of  progress  seemed  to  indi- 
cate that  Roberts  Chapel  continued  to  abound  with  a  morning's  energy. 
For  example,  in  this  period,  the  budget  increased  from  $16,986.00  in  1980 
to  $21,741.00  in  1982;  young  people  went  to  CasweU;  and  several  new 
members  came  into  the  church. 

A  church  would  almost  require  morning's  energy  to  rewrite  its 
constitution  and  by-laws,  a  project  recommended  January  11,  1981,  for 
Annie  Laurie  Burgess,  John  H.  Woodard,  Jr.,  David  Collins,  and  Ben 
Mann.  The  committee  reported  its  progress  April  12;  the  congregation 
considered,  amended,  and  tabled  the  document  for  study  June  7,  finally 
reconsidering  and  approving  it  June  28, 1981. 

In  February  1982,  the  membership  "approved  and  accepted  offer 
of  playground  equipment  from  Sevem-Pendleton  Ruritan  Club"  and 
asked  the  buildings  and  grounds  committee  to  assist  with  the  installation 
on  an  appropriate  site  (Min.,  2-7-82). 

As  for  matters  of  the  primary  business  of  the  church,  Roberts 
Chapel  joined  the  special  "Here's  Hope"  Crusade  (simultaneous  revivals 
across  the  state)  from  March  14-18, 1982. 
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In  a  called  conference  on  July  4, 1982,  "Pastor  Broken  Oliver  sub- 
mitted his  resignation  effective  July  20  After  two  months,  the  church 

approved  Rev  FeHx  Arnold  of  Enfield  as  interim  pastor 

DAVID  WOOD 
1983-1984 

As  was  customary,  ''a  listing  of  understandings  reached  between 
Mr.  Wood  and  the  Pulpit  Search  Committee  were  submitted  .  .  .  and 
understood  to  be  a  Pastor-Church  Covenant  which  if  he  was  to  be  called, 
both  parties  would  agree  to''  (Min.,  5-15-83).  David  Wood  was  called  by 
unanimous  vote. 

Again,  the  Sevem-Pendleton  Ruritan  Club  was  generous — this 
time  with  a  gift  of  $700.00  for  a  movie  projector  Any  remaining  funds 
from  purchasing  the  projector  would  be  used  to  buy  a  screen  (Min., 
4-8-84).  The  Rev.  Randolph  Phillips,  who  reported  the  gift,  used  the 
opportunity  to  note  "that  the  library  had  been  changed  to  a  Media  Library 
Concept"  (Min.,  1^8-84). 

The  gift-giving  season  of  Christmas  having  just  passed,  the  dea- 
cons remembered  a  December  Christmon  service  and  recommended  that 
the  church  reimburse  the  Young  Baptist  Women  for  the  tree  used  in  the 
program  and  'l^udget  an  amount  from  here  on  to  cover  future  Christmas 
decorations"  (Min.,  1-8-84). 

Giving  gifts  was  not  uncommon,  as  previous  entries  indicate.  In 
April,  when  spring  storms  are  sometimes  most  devastating,  the  congre- 
gation sent  $250.00  to  the  Lewiston  Volunteer  Fire  Department  for  distri- 
bution to  victims  of  a  recent  tornado. 

And  to  satisfy  the  pardonable  pride  in  the  appearance  of  its  build- 
ings, the  church  gave  itself  some  gifts,  too:  shrubbery  for  the  parsonage 
and  plexiglass  storm  windows  to  cover  the  stained  glass  in  the  sanctuary 
in  1983;  and  new  draperies  "for  the  social  haU,  adjoining  classrooms  and 
kitchen"  in  1984  (Min.  10-21-^). 
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It  also  gave  itself  the  long-time  habit  of  good  messenger  repre- 
sentation to  both  State  and  Southem  Baptist  conventions  and  to  the  West 
Chowan  Association. 

In  July  1984,  the  church  bought  a  share  of  stock  in  the  Sevem 
Swim  Club,  which  would  provide  use  of  the  pool  to  occupants  of  the  par- 
sonage, with  the  users  paying  the  annual  club  dues. 

After  a  short  stay,  the  then-current  occupants  of  the  parsonage  left, 
moving  their  letters  to  Roanoke  Baptist  Church  in  Roanoke  Rapids.  Mr. 
Wood's  resignation  became  effective  on  November  11, 1984. 

WINDELL  PATTERSON 
1985-1992 

It  had  been  only  three  years  since  the  Rev.  FeHx  Arnold  had  served 
Roberts  Chapel  as  interim  pastor;  however,  the  church  sought  his  return 
to  that  ministry  following  Mr.  Woods'  resignation.  His  stay  was  short — 
from  January  through  March  1985 — ^when  the  congregation  approved  the 
pastor  search  committee's  recommendation  to  call  the  Rev  WindeU 
Patterson  as  minister  (Min.,  3-24-85). 

Especially  from  1985  through  the  remainder  of  the  decade,  gifts 
kept  corrdng  in — ^and  some  going  out,  of  course.  For  example,  the  church 
accepted  unanimously  ''the  gift  from  John  and  Faye  Glover  of  a  chime 
system  to  be  installed  in  the  choir  and  given  in  memory  of  WiUiam  D.  (BUI) 
Edwards"  (Min.,  6-9-85).  In  July,  "It  was  noted  that  a  new  typewriter  had 
been  given  to  the  church  in  memory  of  Catherine  Taylor  Those  responsi- 
ble for  the  gift  were  Connie  Taylor,  Linwood  and  Janie  Taylor,  and  Joe  and 
Joan  Home"  (Min.,  7-14-85).  In  April  1987,  it  was  announced  "that  Mattie 
Johnson  had  given  $1,000.00  to  be  used  to  start  a  Cemetery  Endowment 
Fund"  (Min.,  4-12-87).  By  October  1990,  the  endowment  had  grown  to 
$1,460.00,  and  the  deacon  body  recommended  the  establishment  of  that 
trust  fund  for  which  the  endowment  was  given . . .  "with  trustees  to  be 
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selected''  (Min.,  10-28-90).  In  a  called  conference  on  Febmary  13, 1991,  E.J. 
Burgess,  Linwood  Taylor,  and  John  H.  Woodard  were  duly  elected  as 
trustees. 

As  early  as  1975,  the  church  appointed  a  committee  to  suggest  gift 
opportunities  for  those  wanting  to  honor  the  memories  of  loved  ones. 
And  as  late  as  1989,  "A  Dedication  Service  of  name  plates  on  stained  glass 
windows  and  plaques  on  the  pews  was  held"  (Min.,  11-26--89). 

The  chiirch  also  continued  giving:  In  1987,  it  contributed  $200.00 
to  the  Associational  Building  Fund,  and  it  observed  a  special  day  to  make 
an  offering  for  Hospice.  In  1989  it  gave  "a  parcel  of  land  to  the  Black 
Masonic  Lodge,  25  feet  wide  x  approximately  180  feet  deep,  adjoining  to 
their  property,  providing  the  recipients  bear  all  costs  in  the  transfer  of  the 
land"  (Min.,  12-31^9). 

Records  are  not  clear  as  to  the  exact  date  of  Mr.  Patterson's  resig- 
nation; however,  a  pulpit  search  committee  was  appointed  April  12, 1992. 

ANTHONY  POSTON 
1992-1994 

Roberts  Chapel  Church  met  for  a  called  conference  on  Sunday, 
August  2,  1992:  "The  recommendation  was  given  by  the  Pulpit  Search 
Committee  that  the  church  extend  an  invitation  to  Rev.  Anthony  Poston 
to  become  its  pastor" 

In  the  brief  period  of  Mr.  Poston's  ministry,  the  church  welcomed 
twelve  new  members — ^four  by  letter  and  eight  by  baptism.  In  1998,  the 
highest  compliments  would  go  to  him  and  his  wife,  Kathi,  for  their  focus 
on  the  youth  and  for  Mrs.  Poston's  musical  talents. 

The  congregation  elected  a  pulpit  search  committee  on 
November  13, 1994,  to  seek  a  successor  to  Mr.  Poston,  and  it  welcomed  the 
news  of  an  interim  pastor — ^the  Rev.  Lonnie  Armstrong —  on  Sunday, 
Febmary  19, 1995. 
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PHILIP  THOMPSON 
1995— 

A  peruser  of  historical  documents  finds  the  first  mention  of  a 
prospective  new  pastor  in  the  quarterly  conference  minutes  for  Sunday, 
July  9,  1995:  "Betty  Moore  [pulpit  search  committee  chair]  encouraged 
everyone  to  be  present  next  Saturday  for  the  picnic,  next  Sunday  for  the 
trial  sermon,  and  the  following  Sunday  for  a  vote. . .  /'  And,  on  Sunday, 
July  30,  the  committee  presented  the  name  and  recommended  the  calling 
of  Philip  Thompson  "as  our  fuU  time  pastor  The  motion  was  seconded 
and  after  positive  comments,  the  standing  vote  was  unanimous."  Dr 
Thompson  and  his  wife,  Marcia — a  native  of  nearby  Murfreesboro — 
joined  Roberts  Qiapel  on  August  20, 1995,  "through  transfer  of  church  let- 
ter from  Northside  Drive  Baptist  Qiurch  in  Atlanta,  Georgia." 

In  the  meantime,  the  membership  had  been  busy  with  several 
projects  for  refurbishing  the  church  building  and  the  parsonage.  For 
example,  Hinton  Britton  had  proposed  "to  paint  the  outside  of  the  church 
at  a  cost  of  approximately  $5,000,"  and  the  vote  to  accept  his  offer  was 
unanimous  (Min.,  6-11-95).  E.J.  Burgess  "reported  that  the  Burgess  fami- 
ly had  offered  to  provide  the  funds  to  replace  the  front  walk"  (Min., 
8-27-95).  Other  house-of-worship  improvements  would  include  replac- 
ing the  front  porch  and  the  front  tier  caps;  crown  molding  and  new  paint 
in  the  sanctuary.  But  the  work  on  the  parsonage  would  be  completed  first: 
vinyl  to  replace  outside  decayed  wood  trim;  a  new  side  porch  and  front 
steps;  and  paint  where  needed — ^including  the  fence,  which  the  local  4-H 
Club  had  volunteered  to  paint. 

The  improvements  would  come  at  a  good  time.  At  the  July  quar- 
terly conference,  "Rev.  Thompson  noted  that  our  church's  150th 
Anniversary  was  coming  up  in  October  1998"  (Min.,  7-14-96).  At  the 
same  meeting,  another  improvement  was  announced:  "Miss  Betty  Moore 
reported  that  the  new  Baptist  Hymnals  had  been  chosen  to  replace  the  old 
ones." 
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Between  that  July  meeting  and  the  October  quarterly  conference, 
an  infamous  hurricane  had  hit  North  Carolina  with  a  vengeance  on 
September  7,  and  "It  was  reported  that  a  new  roof  had  been  installed  on 
the  back  part  (Social  Hall)  of  the  church  to  repair  damage  from  Hurricane 
Fran.  Insurance  covered  the  cost"  (Min.,  10-13-96). 

Several  years  of  unrest  in  the  Southem  Baptist  Convention  had  caused 
division  in  the  denomination.  In  their  autonomy,  some  local  churches  had 
remained  staunch  supporters  of  the  convention,  contributing  to  its  opera- 
tion and  using  its  literature;  others,  while  not  withdrawing  from  the  con- 
vention, had  aligned  themselves — both  financially  and  by  use  of  publica- 
tions—  with  a  more  moderate  group  (not  a  convention)  known  as  the 
Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship.  The  Baptist  State  Convention  of  North 
Carolina  provided  a  plan  by  which  churches  would  decide  the  distribu- 
tion of  their  own  cooperative  dollars:  In  aU  plans,  the  Baptist  State 
Convention  would  receive  68%  of  contributions.  In  addition.  Plan  A 
would  contribute  32%  to  the  Southem  Baptist  Convention.  Plan  B  would 
grant  10%  to  the  Southem  Baptist  Cooperative  Program;  10.9%  to  theo- 
logical education  in  North  Carolina  Baptist  colleges  and  universities;  and 
11.1%  to  special  foreign,  home,  and  other  missions.  Plan  C  would  follow 
Plan  B,  except  for  replacing  SBC  Cooperative  Program  contributions  with 
designated  funds  to  the  Cooperative  Baptist  Fellowship. 

On  April  13, 1997,  at  Roberts  Chapel,  one  member  voted  for  Plan 
A;  and  the  other  forty-two  present  split  their  decisions  evenly,  giving  Plans 
B  and  C  twenty-one  votes  each.  The  church  continues  to  practice  that 
method  of  distribution. 

The  special  deacon-appointed  cemetery  improvement  commit- 
tee, comprising  Joan  Home,  Foy  Fisher,  John  Howard  Woodard,  and 
Betty  Moore,  had  formulated  and  carried  out  its  own  plans.  In  addition  to 
general  refurbishing,  it  paved  driveways  and  erected  small  brick  pHlars  on 
either  side  of  the  center  drive.  A  bronze  plaque  affixed  to  the  right  pillar 
offers  a  brief  history  of  the  church: 
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Site  of  Roberts  Chapel  Baptist  Church 
built  in  1871  and  destroyed  by  fire  in  December  1924. 
Its  history  dates  from  the  Colonial  Period, 
and  its  origin  may  be  traced  to  St.  Paul's,  Anglican. 
As  Roberts  Chapel 
it  served  both  Methodists  and  Baptists 
until  1848  when  it  was  constituted  as  a  Baptist  Church. 
Rebuilt  in  1927,  the  current  church  stands  1/2  mile  north. 

In  the  conference  for  January  11,  1998,  'T.J.  Burgess  expressed 
appreciation  for  the  work  of  the  Cemetery  [Improvement]  Committee  in 
the  paving  of  the  driveways  and  suggested  a  'John  Glover  Appreciation 
Day.'''  (Mr.  Glover  laid  the  road  beds  for  the  cemetery.) 

Dr.  Thompson,  the  son  of  a  Baptist  minister,  is  a  graduate  of  Mars  HiQ 
CoUege  (Baptist),  of  Union  Theological  Seminary  (Presbyterian),  and  of 
the  Graduate  School  of  Arts  and  Sciences  at  Emory  University 
(Methodist).  He  is  particularly  glad  to  have  studied  at  Union.  "I  really 
think  it  was  the  time  I  spent  studying  with  the  Presbyterians  that  I  learned 
exactly  how  to  be  a  Baptist,"  he  says. 

In  a  July  28,  1998  conversation  with  the  author.  Dr.  Thompson 
speaks  of  his  pastorate  at  Roberts  Chapel.  "A  certain  highlight  for  me,"  he 
says,  "was  young  Connie  Taylor's  baptism.  She's  the  only  person  I've  bap- 
tized here."  Another  high  point  of  his  ministry  has  been  working  with  the 
youth.  "We  have  a  strong  youth  group,  although,  from  attrition,  we're  get- 
ting smaller  and  smaller  We  have  several  children  who  are  sbc  and  under 
and  then  fourteen  and  older  but  nothing  in  between,  which  makes  it  prob- 
lematic when  visitors  come  with  children." 
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He  is  also  proud  of  a  new  room  that  was  redone  for  a  cMdren's 
Sunday  school  class.  'It's  important  that  a  church  put  its  best  energies  into 
the  nurture  of  its  children." 

And  he  cites  the  1996  church  vote  that  elected  Betty  Moore  the 
first  woman  deacon  at  Roberts  Chapel.  Almost  as  much  as  with  the  elec- 
tion itself,  he  is  pleased  with  the  little  to-do  that  was  made  of  a  woman's 
taking  her  place  on  the  Diaconate.  "In  fact,"  he  says,  "We  had  tinree 
women  in  the  top  seven."  A  vote  was  taken  in  the  eighties,  say  people  who 
remember,  to  include  the  possibility  of  women  deacons.  Dr.  Moore  had 
joined  the  church  in  1992. 

The  pastor  "would  like  to  see  our  church  do  a  lot  more  to  allevi- 
ate human  need — to  understand  the  mission  role  of  the  church."  He  sug- 
gested service  throughout  the  community — on  a  volunteer  basis — ^as  the 
annual  period  of  revival  in  1998.  On  August  29,  1998,  volunteers  from 
Roberts  Qhapel  completed  service  projects  for  elderly  or  disabled  persons 
in  Conway  and  Seaboard. 

In  Pendleton,  it  is  difficult  to  teU  where  the  community  ends  and  the 
church  begins;  one  is  so  much  a  part  of  the  other  Some  of  the  past  and  pre- 
sent exemplary  citizens — ^and  one  frequent  visitor — ^have  eagerly  voiced 
their  opinions,  recalled  their  memories,  and  expressed  their  hopes. 

Randolph  Phillips:  "Like  aU  rural  churches,  Roberts  Chapel  is 
getting  smaller.  When  I  drive  through  the  community,  I  see  open  fields 
where  houses  used  to  be.  'One  horse  farms'  are  no  more." 

Ruth  Stephenson  Phillips:  "Farms  have  to  be  larger  for  the 
farmer  to  be  able  to  afford  the  machinery  he  has  to  have." 
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Mr.  Phillips:  ''Roberts  Chapel  is  somewhat  the  center  of  commu- 
nity life.  It  was  when  1  came  in  1953.  Most  people  in  Pendleton  are 
Baptists.'' 

Mrs.  Phillips:  "They  don't  know  anything  else.  People  didn't 
have  cars  then,  but  everything  was  planned  around  the  meetings  in  the 
church,  and  we  all  walked  that  far  and  never  thought  anything  about  it." 

Joan  Baker:  "The  church  itself  has  a  special  meaning.  It  gave  me 
the  background  that  I  go  on  today.  When  my  son  died,  the  church  raised 
money  to  help  with  his  medical  bills."  Dr.  Thompson  had  alluded  to  Mrs. 
Baker's  sense  of  mission.  She  said,  "1  guess  out  of  need  yourself  you  see 
the  needs  of  others." 

Audrey  Barnes  Harper:  "The  church  was  the  community  con- 
gregating." Mrs.  Harper  refuses  to  compare  the  church  today  to  the 
church  of  her  childhood:  "I  don't  think  it  would  be  fair  to  make  a  com- 
parison," she  said — "the  way  the  whole  world  has  changed — and  every- 
body in  it." 

Connie  Taylor:  "Our  church  that  burned  was  'home  built.'  The 
men  went  in  on  the  left  side  and  the  women  on  the  right.  I  remember  the 
common  goblet  we  used  for  communion,  and  we  used  only  a  particular 
kind  of  grape  for  the  wine."  He  alludes  to  an  unrecorded  problem:  "The 
snakes  got  so  bad  in  the  mill  pond  we  couldn't  baptize.  1  was  baptized 
over  at  Conway  in  their  old  church  building."  And  he  also  speaks  of  an 
unrecorded  event:  "When  radios  got  so  popular,  Mr.  Bemard  Johnson 
sold  them,  and  one  Sunday  night  he  brought  one  to  church  for  people  to 
hear.  It  was  the  first  time  I  ever  heard  one."  He  rather  proudly  states  that 
"in  1849  my  great  grandfather  Jethro  Taylor  joined  the  church  and  there's 
been  somebody  in  my  family  a  member  of  the  church  ever  since." 
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Hazel  Barnes:  "My  heart  was  always  at  that  church.  It  was  the 
center  of  the  community's  life/'  When  Dr  Thompson  inquired  of  her 
favorite  childhood  activities,  she  answered,  "Basketball"!  Then  she  hasti- 
ly added,  "Sunday  School  and  B.YP.U." 

George  Edwards:  "They  had  a  big  board  up  in  front  of  the  church 
with  all  the  classes  Ksted — the  ones  enrolled,  the  ones  present,  on  time, 
prepared  lessons. ...  It  was  there  for  everybody  to  look  at.  It  was  sort  of 
an  incentive."  He  also  remembers  some  baptisms  at  Kirby's  Creek.  And 
he  explains  how  rigidly  church  conferences  [for  men  only]  were  conduct- 
ed on  Saturdays;  to  the  question  of  "Didn't  the  farmers  have  to  work  in 
the  fields  on  Saturdays?"  he  answers  quickly,  "No,  ma'am — ^not  on  church 
conference  day"!  Frances  and  George  Edwards  have  recently  returned  to 
Pendleton  and  the  church  after  several  years  away. 

Martha  Lou  Stephenson:  "From  my  childhood,  I've  had  an 
unusual  and  unique  love  for  this  church — ^an  almost  shocking  pride  in  it, 
but  I  think  pride  is  forgiven  somewhat  because  the  people  feel  that  the 
church  is  a  big  part  of  them,  and  they're  a  big  part  of  the  church.  This  is 
the  only  church  I've  ever  been  in  where  the  people  care  for  it  almost  on  a 
par  with  their  homes.  It's  the  center  It's  Hke  a  family.  .  .  .  When  I  was  a 
child,  there  were  strong  leaders,  and  we  looked  to  them  as  we  did  the 
preacher — as  though  they  were  employed  by  the  church.  I  sense  a  real 
hunger  for  new  voices  and  new  leadership,  and  I  think  PhiHp  Thompson 
is  helping  us  realize  how  important  that  is." 

Elsie  Minter:  "The  people  take  an  attitude  which  is  not  entirely 
Baptist,  and  then  they  have  another  attitude  which  is  completely  and 
absolutely  Baptist  from  its  very  background. ...  I  would  say  the  middle- 
aged  and  the  old  people  dominate  the  church;  for  that  reason,  when  they 
do  something  like  elect  a  woman  deacon,  I'm  always  dumbfounded,  be- 
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cause  that's  not  typical  of  that  age  group.  They  disagree  like  Baptists,  and 
yet  there's  a  certain  serenity  in  the  church  that  I  like  very,  very  much,  par- 
ticularly in  the  worship  service  on  Sunday  morning/'  Dr  Minter  is  among 
the  newest  members  of  the  church. 

Edith  Stephenson  Simpson,  Raleigh:  '1  remember  going  to 
Sunbeams  and  G.A.'s  in  people's  homes  and  to  Training  Union  on 
Sunday  nights,  but  mostly  I  remember  the  revivals  and  the  music.  The 
music  was  always  good.  Aunt  Lizzie  and  Aunt  Mattie  were  the  organists, 
and  I  played  the  piano  on  Sunday  nights." 

Betty  Moore:  "The  sense  of  mission  in  this  church  is  to  nourish 
the  members  of  the  community,  and  that  kind  of  warmth  has  helped  me 
feel  at  home  in  Pendleton.  My  experience  on  the  Board  of  Deacons  has 
been  very  good.  The  fact  that  the  church  hasn't  had  women  deacons,  I 
think,  is  not  so  much  ideological  as  it  is  habit.  And  we  have  a  great  Sunday 
school  class  of  faithful  attenders.  It's  very  much  a  community  church,  but 
this  community  is  getting  old.  I'm  very  much  concerned  about  the 
future." 

Suzanne  Britt,  Raleigh  (frequent  visitor):  "I  feel  that  I  know  this 
church — ^the  people  in  it — better  than  my  church  in  Raleigh.  It  is  more 
than  a  church:  it  is  the  civic  center,  a  meeting  place,  a  place  for  entertain- 
ment— and  I  don't  mean  to  disparage  the  obvious  spiritual  nature  of  it. 
I've  never  seen  a  church  that  so  defines  what  the  community  is  like.  I  find 
it — ^particularly  with  Philip  Thompson — a  very  gratifying  experience  to 
go  there.  During  harvest  time,  everything  proceeds  as  usual.  I  think  that's 
stunning.  It  recalls  the  verse,  'Where  two  or  three  are  gathered.  .  .  .'  All 
through  the  week,  you're  thinking  churchward." 
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Joe  Alex  Home:  '1  remember  meeting  at  the  Edwardses  on 
Sunday  afternoon  to  play  ball.  It  was  our  social  life.  The  teachers  I  remem- 
ber were  Annie  Hart  Boone  and  Mrs.  Walter  Woodard;  the  preacher 
would  have  to  be,  probably  Mr.  Pegram. . .  and  I  remember  Lonnie  Sasser 
because  of  his  long  prayers.  I  remember  Miss  Viola  Stephenson,  pianist 
and  organist;  Virginia  Parker,  who  followed  her;  and,  of  course,  Sandra 
Woodard  is  organist  now." 

Joan  Home:  "I  directed  the  choir,  I  guess,  for  thirty  years.  We  did 
some  things — ^had  people  come  from  the  state  department  to  hold  work- 
shops— ^and  had  a  lot  of  good  music.  In  fact,  we  went  to  WRAL  in  Raleigh 
one  time — ^the  late  sbcties,  I  think — and  sang  on  television,  recording 
[Church  of  our  Fathers]  on  Saturday  so  we  could  come  back  home  and 
watch  ourselves  on  Sunday." 

Mr.  Home:  "We  sang  'Jacob's  Ladder.'" 

Philip  Thompson:  "One  thing  I've  tried  to  impress  upon  the 
church  is  to  take  this  anniversary  as  a  time  to  think  about  the  next  years. 
Small,  rural  churches  live  in  a  precarious  condition,  and  our  church  is 
beset  by  many  of  the  dynamics  that  have  led  to  the  demise  of  other 
churches,  so  I  hope  we  wiQ  use  this  time  to  reflect  and  to  find  a  sense  of 
vision  for  the  future." 

It  is  a  high  and  prominent  thought  for  a  high  and  prominent 

place. 
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To  members  of  Roberts  Chapel  Baptist  Church — ^and  more  specif- 
ically to  the  history  committee,  co-chaired  by  Betty  Moore  and  Joan 
Home — express  my  deep  appreciation  for  giving  me  the  opportunity  to 
write  this  history.  I  am  grateful  as  well  to  Philip  Thompson,  whose  inter- 
est and  advice  have  contributed  greatly  to  the  finished  product;  to  Martha 
Lou  Stephenson,  who  not  only  arranged  conferences  but  also  provided 
"room  and  board"  for  days  on  end;  to  Foy  and  Billy  Fisher,  who  offered 
their  dining  room  table  for  searching  the  valuable  old  church  minutes, 
which  remain  securely  in  their  care;  to  Kitty  Mann,  who  typed  sixteen 
years'  worth  of  records  to  make  research  easy;  to  Suzanne  Britt,  who  has 
been  an  encourager  and  a  grammarian  extraordinaire;  to  George  Edwards, 
who  graciously  shared  his  book  on  Anglican  parishes  in  Northampton 
County;  to  John  Howard  and  Sandra  Woodard,  who  hand-delivered 
needed  materials;  to  Edwin  T  Bames  of  Raleigh,  who  volunteered  the  use 
of  his  priceless  microfilmed  church  records,  saving  me  countless  trips  to 
the  Baptist  collection  at  Wake  Forest  University;  to  Billy  Crisp,  who  pro- 
vided the  church  with  previously  taped  interviews;  and  to  other  members 
quoted  herein,  who  took  the  time  to  speak  into  his  microphone  and  mine. 
— Carolyn  C.  Robinson 
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